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12 TREss. ii. 16, 17. 
Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and 
God, even Our Father, whic path 
loved us, and hath given us I 
Conſolation, and good Hope throu 97 
Grace, comfort your Hearts, and ſtabliſh 
3m in every good Word and 22 


H E melancholy Oecaſion which 
has called me to diſcourſe from 
the Words read at this Time, is, 
— I perſuade my ſelf, well known 
to moſt of you. It has pleaſed the Lord, 
from whom our Life came, and in whoſe N 
Hand our Breath is, to remove by Death 
a very honourable and uſeful Member of 
this Community. A Providence which is 
the more aweful in it ſelf, and ought to. be 
the more affecting to us, as the Lord ſeems 
to be calling Home thoſe, who have been 
his faithful Servants and Followers for 
Years paſt, and. to be deny ing his Churches 
a; Succeſſion, or Riſe of others, to fill up 
their Places, | 
| A 2 As 
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As to the fixing on this Portion of Scri- 
pture,. rather than any other, for the preſent 


„ 


Service, it was done at the Choice, ant by the 


Appointment of our deceaſed Friend; who 
left it as her Requeſt, that in caſe any thing 
of this Nature ſhould be attempted, it 


might be from theſe Words. Her Reaſon 


for it was, as ſhe her ſelf ſignified, becauſe 
they had been often ſweet and refreſhing to 
her own Soul ; and, as I may ſafely venture 
to add, becauſe ſhe entertain'd Ho e, that 
the Inſtructions contained in them, when par- 


ticularly conſidered and opened in public, 


might likewiſe, through the divine Blefling, 
be of Service to others, who either ſtatedly 
attended the Worſhip of God in this Place, 
or might be providentially brought here 
upon that Occaſion. Such was her Affection 
for this Society in particular, ſuch her De- 
fire to promote the Edification and Comfort 
of Souls in general. Upon this Account 
ſhe acted, no doubt, with the ſame Views 
towards us, as the Apoſtle did towards tae 
Corinthians * ; namely, that ſhe might be a 
Means of comforting others with the Com- 
fort, wherewith ſhe her ſelf had been com- 
forted of God. 

The Words themſelves are an 8 
Prayer of the Apoſtle for the Saints at Theſſa- 
lonica; the Occaſion and Dependence of them 
may be gather'd from the Verſe * 
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Mrs. MARTHA CLARKE. 5 
the Text, where we have theſe Expreſſions: 
Therefore, Brethren, ſtand faſt, and hold the 

; Traditions which ye have been taught, whether 
by Word, or our Epiſtle *. Here the Apoſtle: 
| | carneſtly exhorts the believing Theſſalonians 
to ſtand faſt in their Profeſſion of the Do- 
&rines, and in the Practice of the Diſcipline 
and Duties of the Goſpel ; for this is what 
| he means by the Traditions which they had been 
faught *. Theſe, whether delivered to them 
by Word of Mouth, or in Writing, from 
the Apoſtle, contained the whole Faith and 
Practice of the Goſpel Church; all that was 
to be believed, and done by the Diſciples 
and Followers of Chriſt. Thus much muſt 
be ſuppos'd ineluded in the Traditions here 
ſpoken of; becauſe otherwiſe the Rule, 
| which Chriſt has left his Church under the 
| New Teſtament, would be leſs perfect, than 
that which the Few:/þ Church had under 
the Old ; whereas there is the higheſt Rea- 
ſon to conclude, that if Moſes was faithful 
as a Servant, much more Chr:/? as a Son. 
Now the Apoſtle exhorts the Theſſalonians 
to hold faſt all theſe Traditions; and by 
them all the Churches and Followers of 
Chriſt; that is to ſay, not to revolt, or depart 
from them in any Particular. And why ſo? 
Becauſe he was throughly ſenſible of the 
great Importance of this Duty; how much 
depended upon it, both with reſpect to God 
© 2 Theſſ. ii, 15. | * Vid. Poli Synopſ. Crit. in loc. 4. 
an 


6 A SERMON en the Death of 
and themſelves. He knew that the Glory of 
God, and the Comfort of their own Souls, 
were nearly concerned in their Steddineſs 
and firm Adherence to the Doctrines and 
Duties of the Goſpel : and therefore, as 
one who had both at Heart, he, in the firſt 
Place, preſſes this Duty ſtrongly upon them; 
and then, conſider ing how weak they were 
in themſelves, and how liable upon many 
Accounts to fall ſhort in the diſcharge 
of it, he backs his Exhortation with an 
affectionate Prayer. Hence, if you obſerve, 
the Apoſtle puts the ſame Things into this 
Prayer for the Theſſalonians, which he had 
before inſerted in his Exhortation, only he 
expreſſes himſelf in different Words, and 
adds in. his Requeſt, Comfort your Hearts : 
That which Paul terms to ſtand faſt, and hold 
the Traditions they had been taught, in the 
15 Verſe; he here calls a being ſtabliſbed in 
every good Word and Work. And where the 
People of God are brought to this, where 
they obtain Grace to abide in the Profeſſion 
of every Doctrine, and in the Practice of 
every Duty, which the Lord has delivered 
to his Goſpel Church, Peace of Conſcience, 
and Comfort of Heart, will neceſſarily fol- 
low, as the genuin Fruits of ſuch Steddineſs 
and Integrity. We ſee then, what was the 
Occaſion of theſe Words, and after what man- 
ner the Apoſtle introduces' them. He firſt 
. earneſtly exhorts the Theſſalonians to con- 

tinue 
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Mrs. MARTHACLARRE. 7 
tinue ſtedfaſt in the Doctrines and Duties 


of the Goſpel; and then affectionately prays, 


that God would ſtrengthen them accordingly: 
Now our Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, &c. 
In theſe Words the following Parts are 
obſervable. 'S 
 Pirſl, The Objects of the Apoſtle's 
Prayer, or the Perſons he prays to. 
Secondly, The Motives which gave him, 
and which will always give the People of 
God Encouragement to pray to them. 


Laſtly, The Matter of the Prayer, or 
the Things which he prays for. 
As to the Perſon who put up this Prayer, 
and the Perſons for whom it was put up, we 
ave already obſerved, that this Addreſs to 
he Throne of Grace was made by Paul, 
one well known to the Churches in that Day, 
as a remarkable Inſtance of diſtinguiſhing 
Grace; an eminent Servant of the Lord Je- 


ſus Chriſt, and the famous Apoſtle of the 


Gentiles ; as one, who was not before his 
Converſion ſo great an Admirer of Moſes, 
and ſo ſtrongly attached to the Ceremonies 
of the Law ; but he was afterwards as great 


an Admirer of Chriſt, and as zealouſly con- 


cerned for his Word and Ordinances. And 
with Reſpect to the Perſons for whom he 
prays, they, as we likewiſe intimated before, 
were the Saints at Theſſalonica, which was 
a chief City of Macedonia, whither the A- 

poltle 
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8 4 StERmonN on the Death of 
poſtle had been directed by Viſion to carry 


the Goſpel *, and where he had laid the 
Foundation of a conſiderable Church, be- 


fore his preaching either at Rome or Corinth; 
as we learn by the As of the Apoſtles. 
But we paſs this, deſigning only to inſiſt on 


the Three Things before mentioned; namely, 


The Objects of this Prayer, the Encourage- 
ment to it, and the Matter contained in it. 
We begin therefore, 5 

Firſt, With the Objects of this Prayer. 


And they are, the Lord Feſus Chriſt and 


God the Father, not excluſive of the holy 
Spirit, tho“ he be not here expreſsly 


mention d. The Holy Ghoſt is not to be 


excluded, becauſe, tho the Perſons in 
the Godhead are diſtin& from one another, 
and ought therefore to 'be diſtinguiſhed ; 


yet the Godhead it ſelf, or the Divine Eſ- 


ſence, is undivided and common to them all. 
For this Reaſon, whether the ſeveral Perſons 


are, particularly mentioned or not, they are 
always included in every Act of religious 


Worſhip; becauſe the one God, in the three 
divine Perſons, is the alone Object of ſuch 
Worſhip, However, he is not here mentioned, 
probably becauſe, he acts by way of Office 


from the Father and the Son, in the things, 
which the Apoſtle prays for, according tothe 


Order agreed upon between the dleſſed 


Three in the Affair of Man's Salvation. 


2 Acts XVI, 9., 
Hence 


Mrs. MARTHA CLARRE. 9 
Hence he is ſaid to be given and ſent by the 
Father, Jobn xiv. 16, and 26. And the Son 
promiſes to ſend him, Chap. xvi. 7. Which 
is to be underſtood with Reference to the 
everlaſting Counſel or Covenant, in which 
the Holy Ghoſt voluntarily agreed (to ſpeak 
after the manner of Men) among other 
Things, to be the Guide and Comforter of 
the Elect, to lead them into the Knowledge 
and Practice of all neceſſary Truth, and 
eſtabliſh them in both. So that our Apoſtle 
directs this Prayer in the Text to the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father, in conſe- 

uence of this eternal Engagement; that, 
as the Spirit had graciouſly undertaken this 
Work, and entered into. Covenant with 
them to perform it, they would according- 
Iy ſend him down to effect thoſe Things in, 
or upon the Theſſalonians, i. e. to comfort 
their Hearts; and eſtabliſh them in every 
good Word and Work. But I infiſt not up- 
on this, becauſe our: Buſineſs at preſent is 
more eſpecially with the two Objects men- 
tioned in the Text, that is to ſay, the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, and God the Father. 33 
1. Now as to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, we 
are all agreed who to underſtand by thoſe 
Words; every Body knows that this is the 
Name and Character of the eternal Word, 
the ſecond Perſon in the Trinity, the one 
Mediator between God and Man. This be- 
ing certain, we cannot but obſerve in rea- 
84 B ding 
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10 A SERMON on the Death of 
ding this Paſſage, that the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt is here coupled with the Father, as 
an Object of Prayer, or religious Adoration. 
There is no Diſtinction between them in 
this Reſpect, if there was, the Advan- 
tage would rather fall on our Lord's Side, as 
being placed firſt in the Petition; but the 
Apoſtle prays indifferently and equally to 
both; the — of which is, That 
as Prayer is a part of divine Worſhip, 
which is due to none but God *, (as all rea- 
dily allow) ſo the Apoſtle by praying to 
Chriſt, making him the Object of this Du- 
ty, in Conjunction with the Father, avowed- 
ly acknowledges him as God, atteſts his 
Divinity in the fulleſt and ſtrongeſt man- 
ner. If our Lord Jefus Chriſt is the Ob- 
ject of Prayer, as he abundantly appears to 
be from this Text, his Godhead in the 
ſtricteſt and higheſt Senſe unavoidably fol- 
lows; becauſe, to pray to one that is not truly 
and really the moſt high God, is Idolatry it is 
a giving that Honour to the Creature which 
is due only to the Creator. But this God 
will not put up with; for he has expreſsly 
faid: My Glory will I not give to another, 
neither my Praiſe to graven Images. Nor 
can we with the leaſt Colour of Reaſon 
imagine, that the Apoſtle could be guilty 
of any thing like this, becauſe, acting under 
the immediate Influence of the Holy Ghoſt, 
Matt. ir. toy . xlib 8, 
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Mrs. MaxTaua CLARRE. 11 
he was infallibly ſecured from every Mi- 


ſtake in Doctrine, and from all Errors in 


Worſhip. "70 
Beſides, as none but God can be the Ob- 
ject of Prayer, ſo none but God is ſuited 
thereto ; that is to fay, is poſſeſt of thoſe 
Perfections which are neceſſary to render 
him the proper Obje& of that Worſhip. 
For who but the moſt high God can anſwer 


the Faith, Expectation and Hope of a poor 


Soul? And who, that is acquainted with the 
Nature of this Duty, will pray to one that is 
not equal to his Neceſſities, able to anſwer him 
in all that he calls upon him for? Let us ſee 
then what the Character of ſuch a Perſon 
muſt be. Why, in the firſt place, here is requi- 
red Ubiquity or Omnipreſence, he muſt be 
every where at once: elſe how can he hear 


the diſperſed Cries of his People, from one 


End of the Earth to the ather? Again, 
Omnifcience is another Eſſential in this Cha- 
racter, ſuch a one muſt be acquainted with 
all the Neceſſities of his People, and know 
that they really want ſuch Things as they 
ask at his Hands. Add to this infinite Wiſ- 
dom, without which he cannot be qualified 
to judge what is beſt for them, in what 
Way, and at what Time it will be moſt 
convenient to anſwer them. Again, All- 
ſufficiency is neceſſary in the Object of 
Prayer, that ſo he may be able to ſupply 
all the Needs of his Children out of his va- 

ä B 2 rious 
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rious Fulneſs; and befides this; infinite or 
almighty Power, to prevent any Gbſtruction 
from Evils and Enemies of all Kinds, to ſup- 
port under Affliction, to deliver from it, to 
puniſh the Enemies of his People, and be- 
ſtow proper Rewards upon them. What 
ſhall I ſay? that Perſon who is the proper 
Object of Prayer, muſt be poſſeſt of infinite 
Holineſs and Truth, infinite Juſtice and 
Faithfulneſs, becauſe, without theſe divine 
Perfections, he is capable neither to exe- 
cute the Judgments threatened, nor accom- 
pliſh the Good promiſed. In fine, to com- 
pleat ſuch a Character, boundleſs Pity and 
Compaſſion, Tenderneſs and Love is requi- 
ſite, that from ſuch a divine Temper and 
Diſpoſition, he may be always ready: to ex- 
ert his ſeveral other Perfections in a ſaitable 
way, for the Redreſs of thoſe who pray to him. 
Now, who ſees not that all theſe are the 
Properties of God alone, the incommunica- 
ble Properties of the divine. Nature, (as 
they ate uſually, and juſtly called) thoſe 
which are peculiar - to the moſt high God; 
without which, as no Being can' be ſuited 
to the Deſigns of religious Worſhip, ſo nei- 
ther, upon any Account whatſoever,” be 
entitled to it. What then is the natural 
Reſult of all this? Certainly it will ne- 
ceſſarily follow from hence, that as our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is here made the Object of 
Prayer, equally with the Father, he muſt, 
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Mrs. MARTHA CLARRE. 13 
by undeniable Conſequence, be poſſeſs d of 
all the Perfections of the divine Nature; 
and, if -poſſeſs'd of all infinite divine Per- 
fections, he muſt, for that Reaſon, be truly 
and really God; God in the higheſt Senſe 
of the” Wor&®'' { © Rd. 
And, indeed, all this is included in the very 
Things, which the Apoſtle here prays for in 
Behalf of the Theſſalonians, and may be fully 
evinced from them; namely, Comfort of 
Heart, and Stability in every good Word and 
Work. Theſe are ſuch Bleſſings, as none but 
God can beſtow; and therefore when the 
Apoſtle prays to our Lord for them, tis a 
ſtrong Proof that he is God. For who has the 
Command of the Heart, and the Diſpoſal 
of Grace, but he ? From whom comes 
this ſpiritual Joy at firſt? Is it not from the 
Lord a? Who then, but himſelf, can con- 
tinue and increaſe it? Who elſe can eſtabliſh 
the Heart with Grace, and enable the Be- 
liever to perſevere in the Doctrines and 
Duties of the Goſpel? Alas! the leſt 
working of Corruption, the weakeſt ſally of 
Unbelief, the ſmalleſt Temptation of Satan, 
would be too hard for the Chriitian, were 
there not the ſame divine Arm to carry on, 
as to begin; to increaſe, as to implant. If 
therefore this be our Lord's Work, (though 
immediately effected by the Spirit) if he 
beſtow theſe Bleſſings, and is to be ap- 
1 a Lal. lyii, 19. 
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plied ta for them, (all which is evident, 
from the Conduct of our Apoſtle in the 
Text) it is beyond Diſpute, . that he is poſ- 
ſeſs d of all infinite Perfections, and conſe- 
quently the. moſt high God, I ſhall have 
done with this Head when I have ſubjoin'd, 
that this was 'reckan'd a good Argument for 
the Divinity of our Lord, when Arius firſt 
broached his Hereſy *; and, I think, retains 
fo much of its Force ſtill, that the Gentle- 
men of the New Scheme, as they love to be 
called, cannot poſſibly ſet it aſide. If they 
can diveſt the Son of this Character, if they 
can ſay more of the Fatber, why don't 
they ? But here their Criticiſm and Arti- 
fice fail them. I go on, 
2. To the other Object of Prayer, ſpeci- 
fied in the Text, and that is God the Fa- 
ther: New the Lord Feſus Chrift bimſelſ, and 
God, even our Fatber, &c. I need not 
dwell here, all know who is meant by this 
Perſon ; and all, who a& upon the Princi- 
| ples of divine Revelation, are agreed, that 
the Father is the undoubted Object of Prayer. 
And the Reaſon is plain, becauſe he is al- 
lowed, by general Conſent, to be poſſeſs d 
of all thoſe Perfections, which are neceſſar y 
to render him worthy of religious Adoration; 
ſuch as we mentioned under the former 
Particular, as belonging to rhe Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt; and is thereby qualified to do exceed- 
2 See Pools Annotations on the Text, 
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Mrs. Marius Cranks. 13 
ing abundantly above and beyond. all that his 
Feople can ask or think *. ' © | 

But though this is our of Diſpute, yet 
ſomè, obſerving the Order in whichour Apo- 
ſtle addreſſes theſe Objects, may be ready 
to aſk, Why is the Lord Jeſus Chriſt placed 
firſt, or ſer before the Father, in this Prayer? 

Now, in anſwer to this, iT ſhould think 
it might be ſufficient to ſay in the general; 
Thar it is Reaſon enough for us, to know that 
it was the ſovereign Pleaſure of the Holy 
Ghoſt thus to 2 our Apoſtle in this 
Prayer. Twas he that directed Paul into 
this 'F orm of Addreſs : And if the unerring 
Spirir of Wiſdom has ſo order'd it, what 
have we further to do with it? Certainly 
it becomes us to reft ſatisfied with his Con- 
duct in this, as well as in other Particulars, 
and not raſhly bring him to our Bar, and 
make him accountable to- us for his Mea- 
ſures. Let us take Care how we indulge 
an inquiſitive Temper in theſe Caſes, leaſt, 
by prying into Things too deep for us, we 
entangle our ſelves, and are left to dark- 
en Counſel by Words without Knowledge v. 
Not but I apprehend „we may be allowed, 
with becoming Reverence, to look into this 
Matter, and, by the Light of Revelation, 
may be able in ſome meaſure to account 
for it; and therefore I would endeavour, 
with the greateſt Submiſſion, to ſuggeſt 8 


uv. 
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few Things, which to me appear, at leaſt; 
as probable Reaſons ot Grounds for it. Only 
I would previouſly obſerve, as the Founda- 
tion of moſt of theſe Reaſons, That the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt is here to be conſider d not only 
as God, but as Mediator; and J am inclined 
to think the Holy Ghoſt might deſign to 
lead us into this, by ſpeaking of Chriſt; un- 
der ſuch Characters or Names; as manifeſt- 
ly expreſs his Relation to his People; not 
ſo much ſimply as God, as in his Office- 
Capacity. Hence. he calls him our Lord 
Jeſus Cbriſt, which, without, Doubt, has 


an eminent Regard to him as Mediator. 


Now this being premiſed, he may be placed 
before the Father in this Prayeer,rc 
1.) Becauſe there is no Way for fallen 
Creatures to come unto God, but by and 
thro' Chriſt, Since the firſt | Way of Ac- 
ceſs to God was ſhut up by the Diſobedi- 
ence of our common Parent, there is no 
coming into the Divine Preſence but by a 
Mediator; and there is only one Mediator be- 
tween God and Man, the Man Chriſt Feſus a; 
or thro him we both (h. e. Gentile and Few) 
have an Acceſs by one Spirit unto the Father“. 
There is no ſeeking. any neceſſary Bleſſing 
at God's Hands but through his Mediation. 
As God deſcends, and conveys all. down to 
us thro' Chriſt; ſo we aſcend, and receive all 
from him in the ſame way. There. is no 
22. ü. gb ions, 
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coming to the Father (as our Lord himſelf 
ſays) ſo as to be accepted in our Perſons, and 
anſwered in our Petitions; but by him. * He 
therefore is the next immediate Object of our 
Faith, and God the ultimate, according to 
1 Pet. i. 21. Who by him, h. e. the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, do believe in God, that raiſed him 
up fram the Dead, and gave him Glory, that 
your Faith and Hape might bein God. How 
comes it about that we may exerciſe Faith. 
and Hope in God as to any Bleſſings, whe- 
ther of Time or Eternity ? is it not thro' the 
Undertakings and Mediation of Chrilt ?- 
Well then may the People of God, in all that 
they want at his Hands, carry the Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt in the Arms of their Faith, and 
ſet his Name firſt in all their Petitions. 
Bur then, | | 5 

2.) All Grace was given to the E- 
lect in the Lord Jeſus Chrift ; and there- 
fore they ought to apply directly to him for 
it. That all Grace was given them in Chriſt, is 
plain from thoſe Words: Bleſſed be the God 
and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who 
hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in 
heavenly Places in Chriſt”, compared with 
2 Tim. i. 9. Where the ſame Apoſtle, ſpeax- 

ing of God, ſays: Who hath ſaved us, and 
called us with an holy Calling, not according 
to our Works, but according to his own Pur- 
poſe and Grace, which was given us in Cbriſt 


John xiv, 6, 0 b Eph. i. 3. Fel 
| J e/ν, 


- 


18 A SERMON on the Death of 
Jeſus, before the World began. Grace here 
is to be taken in a large and comprehenſive 
Senſe, for all gracious Privileges, and for 
all gracious Influences of the Spirit, called 
ſpiritual Bleſſings, in the former Text; and 
therefore includes not only Regeneration, 
and effectual Calling, Faith, Repentance, 
Sc. but Sanctification and Eſtabliſhment, 
all perſevering and comforting Grace *; 
Grace to carry us thro' all Aﬀaults both 
from Sin and Satan, to keep us cloſe to the 
Lord in the Acknowledgment of the Truths, 
and in the Practice of the Duties of the Go- 
ſpel; which are the Bleſſings prayed for in 
the Text. Now if this be the Caſe, if all 
Grace, in the utmoſt Extent of the Word, 
was thus given to the Elect in Chriſt, if he 
was made the common Repoſitory of it, had 
the whole Stock put into his Hands; cer- 
tainly this muſt needs be a good Reaſon why 
the Believer fhould immediately addreſs him 
for it: eſpecially if we add to this, 

3.) That God treaſured up all this 
Grace in Chriſt with a direct View to 
his People, that they might be ſupplied 
from him. All was given to Chriſt, as Head 
of the Election, that ſo he might give all 
down in a Covenant Way to them. It was 
put into his Hands, not only that it might 
not be loft, as the Image of God, or the 
original Rectitude of our Nature was, thro 

See Hulley on the Text, p. 555+ . 33. 
EY the 
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the Fall of our firſt Parents, not only that 
it might be preſerved for them ; bur thar it 
might be communicated to them at ſuch 
Times, and in ſuch Degrees, as he ſhould ſee 
d neceſſary. As it pleaſed the Father that all 
d Fulneſs ſhould dwell in Chriſt * ; ſo it was his 
Deſign herein, that our of this Fulneſs his 
People ſhould receive, and Grace for Grace *: 
that is to fay, Grace anſwerable to the 
= Grace that there is in Chriſt, that there may 
\ be the fame Grace in the Members for 
Kind, tho' not for Degree, as there is in 
„ the Head; ſuch as Faith, Love, Hope, 
0 Meekneſs, and the reſt. As we derive all 
" Polution and Depravity from the firſt A 
1 dam, ſo all Grace and Holineſs is communi- 
| cated to us from Chriſt, the ſecond Adam. 
8 That as we have born the Image of the earthy, 
| we might alſo bear the Image of the hea- 
/ 
5 


venly ©; the whole Election being predeſti- 
nated to be conformed to the Image of his 
Son d. Now if this be a juſt Repreſentation 
of the Matter before us, as I think evident- 
ly appears from Scripture, it will be very 
eaſy to ſee, for what Reaſon the Saints ought 
to have a primary Regard to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in all their Addreſſes to the Throne 
of Grace, why they ſhould fix their Eyes 
immediately upon him, and keep him al- 
ways in their Veiw. If the Father has trea- 


n cr ww 


* Col. i. 19. d John 1. 16. © Cor. xv. 49. 
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ſured up all in Chriſt with a direct Eye to 
his People, and gives forth all to them by 
his Hands; to whom ſhould the Saints go 
under all their Neceſſities, but to the Lord 
Jeſus Ohriſt, the great Repoſitory and Foun- 
rain of Grace, in whom all is laid up, and 
from whom all is communicared * ? Once 
more, 
4.) All Grace is purchaſed by Chriſt 
for the Elect. This is ſufficiently manifeſt, 
in that the Spirit of Grace, (who is ſo cal- 
led, not only becauſe the Gift of Grace, but 
alſo becauſe the Author and Maintainer of 
all Grace) deſcends in the Virtue of Chriſt's | 
Blood. The Spirit in his gracious Opera- 
tions is the Fruit of Chriſt's Death; and 
therefore our Lord ſays, JI go not away, | 
(chat is, if I don't ſuffer and die) the Com- 
forter will not come; but FI depart, I will 
end him unto you. Hence likewiſe we are 
told, That the Holy Ghoſt was not yet given, 
becauſe that Jeſus was not yet glorified ®: v2 
u intimating, that the Spirit, in che 

eaſure promiſed under the Goſpel, was to 
deſcend from Chriſt, as a Fruit of his Suf- 
ferings and Exaltation. Agreeable to which 
he is ſaid to be ſhedon us abundantly thro” " Feſus 
' Chrift our Saviour e. Now to what End is the 
Spirit ſent by Cbriſt? or why does God ſhed 
himabundantly upon his People hre Chriſt; 
but to begin and carry on a Work of Grace 

John xvi, 7. John vii. 39. Tit. iii. 6. 
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upon their Souls ? or, as it is in our 
Text, after having wrought ſavingly upon 


them, to comfort their Hearts, and eſtabliſh 


them in every good Word and Work > The 
Inference from hence is plain, namely, that 
as Chriſt has purchaſed all Grace for his 
People, which appears from the Spirit's be- 
ing given as a Fruit of his Death to work 
Grace in them ; the Saints have the high- 
eſt Reaſon to apply to him inthe firſt Place, 
for the Bleſſings in our Text. Burt then, 
5.) The Means of Grace, ſuch as the 
Word and Ordinances, and the diſpen- 


ſing of Grace by thoſe Means for the Eſta- 


bliſhment and Comfort of his People, are 
in Chriſt's Hand ; and therefore they ought 
to have a primary Regard to him in their 
Addreſſes for theſe Things. As the Means 
of Grace under the Goſpel are of Chriſt's In- 
ſtitution or Appointment, ſo they are under 
his Diſpoſal and Management. He gifts 
Perſons for the Miniſtry, and ſends the Go- 


ſpel by them where he pleaſes. Thus he or- 


pw Peter to the Circumciſion, and Paul 


to the Gentiles ; and ſent the Goſpel to 


one Country, and denied it to another *. He 
ſucceeds and bleſſes their Miniſtration, by 


ſending the Spirit to ſer in with the Word 
and Ordinances for the Converſion, Eſta- 
bliſhment and Comfort of his People. 
This Power Chriſt is not only poſſeſt of as 


a Cal. ii. 7, 8 d Acts xvi. 5, 6, 9. God 
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God, but alſo as Mediator; fo that he has both 
an effential; and an official Right to direct 
and fucceed the Means of Grace, as he plea- 
ſes. Of this latter he ſpeaks, Matth. xi. 6, 
in theſe Words: All Things are delivered un- 
to me of my Father ; that is to ſay, All 


Things relating to the Salvation of his Peo- 


ple: and therefore having mentioned this 
as an encouraging Motive, he adds, ver. 28. 
Come unto me all ye that Iabour, and are 
heavy laden, and F will give you Reſt. To the 
fame Purpoſe he fays, Fohn xvi. 15. All Things 
that the Father hath, are mine: that is, All 
that the Father hath purpoſed to beftow up- 
on the Ele&, all that he has promiſed and 
covenanted to do for them, with reſpe& 


to Salvation, it is all mine, all at my Diſ- 


poſal, to be given out by me to them, whe- 
ther it be Grace here, or Glory hereafter, 
or whatſoever has any Subſerviency to 


thoſe Ends. And therefore ſpeaking of this 


delegated Authority, in his laſt Prayer to his 
Father, he ſays : As thou haſt given him 
Power over all Fleſh, that he ſhould give eter- 
nal Life to as many as thou haſt given him *. 
Now from theſe ſeveral Paſſages it is very 


manifeſt, what Power Chriſt is inveſted 
with as Mediator, and likewiſe to what 


Purpoſe. He'has all the Means of Grace in 
his own Hands, and the End is, that he 


may diſpence all Grace to his People. 


1CNce 
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Hence our Lord makes uſe. of this, when 
he ſent forth his Diſciples to preach the Go- 
ſpel, together with the Promiſe of his gra- 
cious Preſence, as an Argument to encou- 
rage them in the vigorous and chearful Diſ- 
charge of their Work: All Power is given 
unto me in Heaven and Earth, go ye theres 
fore and teach all Nations. And as it was 
a proper Ground of Encouragement for 
them, according to the Service they were 
engaged in, ſo is it a good Reaſon, why all 
his People, under a Senſe of their Need of 
comforting and eſtabliſhing Grace, ſhould 
immediately addreſs to Chriſt for it, who 
has not only all the Means of Grace at his 
own Diſpoſe, but all Power to ſucceed thoſe 
Means, and communicate proper Supplies by 
them. But then, ſeparate from, and above 
all theſe Conſiderations, there is yet ano- 
ther Reaſdn why Chriſt is here prayed to in 
the firſt Place ; I mean, | | 

6.) Becauſe he is one with the Father 
in Nature, equal in Power and Glory. The 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as God, is poſſeſt of 
the ſame divine Attributes and Perfections, 
as the Father ; and therefore ought to have 
the ſame religious Honour, and Reverence 

aid to him. Hence our Lord tells us him- 
ſelf : All Men ſhould honour the Son, even as 
they honour the Father. And that we 
might be at no Loſs upon this Account, that 

Matth. viii. 18, 19. John v. 24, 

we 
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we might perfectly know how to conduct 
our ſelves in a Matter of this Conſequence ; 
the Holy 1 has made this Prayer of 
our Apoſtle a kind of Precedent for us. 
From whence it is eaſy to ſee; that one way 


of honouring Chriſt, even as we honour 


the Father, is to pay him ſupreme Ado- 
ration, not only tojoin him with the Father, 
but even ſometimes name him before him in 
our Prayers. So evident is it, that the Fa- 
ther and he are one, that there is an Equali- 
ty between them, that Chriſt and the Fa- 
ther are co-ordinate, that they ftand upon 
the ſame Foot, being neither ſuperior nor 
ſubordinate, with reſpect to Deity, and 
therefore that both are equally to ſhare in 
the ſame divine Honour and Worſhip. And 
without doubt this was one principal Thing 
which the Holy Ghoſt had in veiw, by 
over ruling our Apoſtle to expreſs himſelf 
after this manner. Becauſe it really is ſo in 
Fact, and becauſe it is neceſſary that we 
ſhould know and believe it, therefore no 
conſtant Order is obſerved, but the Perſons 
are mention'd promiſcuouſly. And indeed 
the Father is ſo far from being ever ſet firſt, 
with Regard to Superiority, (which yet ought 
always to have been done, if it were ſo) that 
to throw an effectual Bar againſt any ſuch 
Imagination, not only the Son is ſet before 


him in this Paſſage, but the Holy Ghoſt 


before the Father and Son, in Paul's former 
5 Epiſtlo 
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Epiſtle to the Theſſo/ontans . Well, for theſe 
Reaſons, Chriſt is to be pray'd to; for theſe 
Reaſons, I conceive, he 1s by our Apoſtle 
mentioned before the Father in this Ad- 
dreſs. But I proceed to the 33 | 

Second Thing in the Words, namely; 
The Motives encouraging the Apoſtle to 
put up this Prayer for the Thef/alontans ; 
Motives which will ever encourage the 
People of God to put up the ſame Requeſt 
for themſelves, and the Whole Hoſbold of 
Faith», Now theſe were their Intereſt and 
Property in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Re- 
lation which God ſtood in to them, the At- 
fection which he had for them, and the 
Things which his Love had cauſed him to 
do on their Account; ſuch as his giving 
them Conſolation and Hope, which are 
both amplified by their Adjuncts, the one 
being called everlaſting, and the other 
good; together with the moving Cauſe, or 
rich Spring, from whence theſe Bleſſings a- 
roſe, which is the Grace, or free Love of 
God. | | 

1. The frft Motive, from whence the A- 
poſtle took Encouragement to put up this 
Requeſt for the Theſſalonian Church, was their 
Intereſt and Property in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
intended by the Pronoun poſſeſſive, our ; 
Our Lord Feſus Chriſt. This is manifeſtly 
expreſſive of peculiar Intereſt in Chriſt. 


a x Theſſ. iii. 11. b Gal. vi. 10. 


And 
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And what greater Encouragement can the 
People of God have to put up ſuch a Peti- 
tion, as that in our Text? With what 
holy Liberty may they approach the Lord 
Jeſus under ſuch a believing View, in ſuch 
an appropriating Act of Faith? To ſee our 
Intereſt in Chriſt under all the relative Cha- 
racters which he here bears, muſt needs be a 
powerful Inducement to come boldly to the 


Throne of Grace * for Stability and Comfort. 


For, conſider firſt, what is contained 
in his Character as our Lord. Why, he is 
not only our Lord to govern us, to rule in 
and over us, but likewiſe our Lord to pro- 
tect and defend us from all thoſe Evils and 
Enemies, which do and will attend us while 
here; Enemies that would not only pre- 
vent a Work of Grace from being wrought 


in our Souls, but if poſſible extinguiſh it, 


or always hinder its Growth when tis 
wrought. Now this makes it frequently ne- 
ceſſary for the People of God to apply to him 
by Prayer for proper Meaſures of Grace and 
Strength. And what Freedom may they uſe in 
ſuch Applications, where they can ſee their 
Intereſt in Chriſt as their Lord, and plead 

that Relation for Succour? | 
The ſame may be ſaid as to the next Cha- 
racter, namely, Feſus. For this is a Name big 
with Salvation, and ſounds forth nothing leſs 
chan compleat Deliverance fromall Evils and 
„ Heb. iv. 16. 
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Enemies, the certain Enjoyment of Grace 


here, and the full Poſſeſſion of Glory hereafter. 


Under this Character we ſee in him every 


Thing that is needful to make us perfectly 


happy, both for Time and Eternity. As our 
eſus he faves us from the Evil of Sin in its 
Guilt and Dominion, in its Puniſhment or 
Curſe. He ſaves from the Guilt of Sin, by 
having taken our Sins upon himſelf, and 
made Satisfaction for them to divine Juſtice. 
He ſaves us from the Dominion of Sin, by 
having crucified the old Man with himſelf, 
and /o deſtroy d the Body of Sin a. And he will 
at laſt ſave from the very Being of Sin, when 
he comes to take down the earthly Taber- 
nacle, and compleat the Work of Sanctifi- 
cation at Death. Farther, as our Jeſus, he 
ſaves from all the curſed Effects, or penal 
Fruits of Sin. This follows of courſe upon 
the former ; where the Guilt of Sin 1s re- 
moved, Puniſhment on account of it neceſ- 
farily ceaſes. And thus our Lord ſaves his 
People not only from Wrath to come, from 
that eternal Miſery which ſhall fall upon 
the Wicked, as the juſt Demerit of their Sin; 
but likewiſe from every Thing that is penal 
in time. However he may ſee fit to exerciſe his 
Children by Affliction in this Life, nothing 
befals them in a judicial Way ; but having 
every Thing in his own Hand, he makes 
ALL work together for good to them ”. 80 
2 Rom, vi. C. bt Theſ. i. 10. © Rom, vi!t. 28. 
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with Reſpect to Enemies of all Kinds, whe- 
ther from within or without, whether the 
World or the Devil, Death or the Grave; 
he ſaves from all of them. He has de- 
ſtroy'd the Works of the Devil*, he has led 
Captivity captive, he has overcome the 
World®, he has unſtung Death, and van- 
quiſhed the Grave. What ſhall I ſay ? as 
our FJeſus we have not only Impetration, but 
Application, not only the Purchaſe but the 
Poſſeſſion. What he has bought by his Blood, 
he brings home by his Spirit; as he has pur- 
chaſed all Grace for us, ſo he works all 
Grace in us: and tho' tis only inchoative in 
time, yet be will bring it to Perfection in 
Glory. And indeed to haye a Veiw of the 
Lord as our Jeſiis, is to know that the Day- | 
ſpring from on high has wifited us; that 
Chriſt has already acted the Part of a Savi- 
our towards us, in beginning a Work of 
Grace in our Souls; and that he will cer- 
tainly go thro' with it, by compleating it 
in our eternal Happineſs. How encoura- 
ging then to the Believer muſt ſuch a Mo- 
tive as this be ? How freely may he pray to 
hrs Feſus for the Bleſſings in the Text? E- 
ſpecially if he conſiders at the ſame time, how 
willing and able Chriſt is to perform what he 
has undertaken as a Saviour, and how much 
his own Glory is concerned in his ſo doing. 


2 I John iii. 8, d Fph. iv. 8, John xvi. 33- 


His 


1 Cor. xv. 35. Luke i. 78. 
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His Willingneſs appears from the whole 
Tenor of his Conduct, what he engaged in 
before Time, what he did while here upon 
Earth, and is now doing at his Father's Right 


Hand. His Ability for this Service cannot 


be queſtioned, when we read that he is able 


to ſave them (be they never ſo many) to the 


uttermoſt, that come unto God by him: h. e. 


to ſave fully and compleatly; from the ut- 


termoſt Depths of Sin and Miſery, to the 
uttermoſt Heights of Happineſs and Glory, 
thro' the uttermoſt Bounds of Time, to a 
never-ending Eternity. 

And then beſides all this, the Glory of 
Chriſt is nearly concerned in theſe Things. 
Should his People fail of Eſtabliſhment in 
every good Word and Work, of Perſeve- 
rance to the End here, and conſummate 
Happineſs hereafter ; then all that he did 
in the ſolemn Covenant-Tranſaction be- 
tween the Father and himſelf, all that he 
laboured and toil'd, that he ſuffered and 
died for, while below, yea, all that he has been 
doing upon his People in the firſt Applica- 


tions of Grace, would be entirely loſt, quite 


fall to the Ground. And can we imagine 
any Thing like this? Can we think our 
Lord will grow indifferent to his own Glo- 
ry? That he will loſe the Honour of his 
Truſt, or forfeit his Faithfulneſs? By no 
Means. If the Saints were put into his 

2 Heb. vii. 25. | 


Hands, 


30 A SERMON on the Death of 


Hands, if he obliged himſelf by Covenant 
to bring them to Glory; and if as the 
hardeſt Part of his Work, and the principal 
Means to effect it, he has already laid down 
his Life for them, and taken Poſſeſſion of 
them for himſelf, by beginning the good 
Work in their Souls; we may reſt aſſured, 
that he will carry it on, that he will perfe& 
that which concerns them, and, as a Means 

it, furniſh them with the neceſſary Sup- 

| -phes of all Grace. 3 5 

And the People of God will fee farther 
Reaſon to believe this, and pray to the 
Lord Jeſus for it, if they reflect upon the 
third and laſt relative Character which he 
bears in our Text; which is Chriſt, or, ac- 
cording to Old Teſtament ſtyle, the Meffas a. 
Now this is as much as to ſay, Thar the 
Lord Jeſus is the promiſed Seed of the Wo- 
man, that Perſon, whom the Father has 
found out, ſet apart, and every way quali- 
fied to act as Mediator, which leads us to 
conſider him as charged with a three-fold 
Office. As Chriſt he is our Preiſt; and as 
ſuch, one Branch of his Work is to ex- 
piate the Guilt of Sin, to atone the divine 
Wrath, and to make Reconciliation for the 
People. Agreeable to which he is ſaid to 
have purged away our Sins by the Sacrifice 
of himſelf *, to have made Peace by the Blood 


2 John i. 41. b Gen, iii. 15. © Dan, ix. 24, 4 Heb. i. 3. 
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of his Croſs*, and by one Offering to have 
for ever perfetted them that are ſancti fiedb. 
By the other Part of his Preiſtly Office, ha- 
ving paſſed into the Heavens as their Fore- 
runner, he appears in the Preſence of God“ in 
Behalf of his People, and ever liveth to make 
Tnterceſſion for them . And to give them the 
utmoſt Encouragement from his Advocacy, 
he is {aid to be @ merciful and faithful High 
Preift ©, one that was in all Points tempted 
like as we are, yet without Sin, and there- 
fore is able to ſuccour them that are tempteds; 
one that is touched with the feeling of our In- 
firmities®, and fo is ready to ſympathiſe with 
his People, and relieve them under their 
Difficulties. Again, as Chriſt, he is our 
Prophet, to enlighten and teach us by his 
Word and Spirit, to lead us into all neceſ- 
ſary Truth, both as to Doctrine and Pra- 
ctice. And then, laſtly, by Virtue of this 
Character he is our King, to ſubject us to 
himſelf, and reign in us by a Law of Faith, 
Love, and holy Fear; to ſubdue all his and 
our ſpiritual Enemies in this World, and 
bring us to reign with bim as Kings in the 
World to come“. | 
Now if theſe be the Characters which ouf 
Lord ſuſtains ; if theſe are the Relations he 
ſtands in to his People, certainly a beleiving 


2 Col. i. 20. „„ Ibid. ix, 24. Ibid. 

Vil. 25. © Ibid. ii. 17, bid. iv. 15, © Ibid, ii. 18. 

» Ibid iv, 215, Tim. ii, 12, leb. ii. 5. Vei 
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Veiw of them, ſo as to be able to claim an 
Intereſt in him under all of them, muſt needs 
have a powerful Influence on the Soul, and 
encourage the Believer to pray to him for 
the Bleflings in our Text. How can we be- 
hold Chriſt in theſe indearing Relations, 
with ſuch Office-Capacity and  Fulneſs, 

and at the ſame time ſee our own Intereſt in 
all that he is and has, and not come with 
an holy Boldneſs to him for a Supply of all 
neceſſary Grace and Strength? © Lord, 

may ſuch an one ſay, © was not all Grace 
« given to me in thy ſelf, my great Co- 
ce venant Head? Was it not laid up there 
« as in a common Bank for the Supply of 
« my Neceſſities, in Conjunction with the 
<« reſt of thy People? Haſt not thou made 
« a Purchaſe of all Grace for me? Is nor 


« the Diſpoſal of it in thy own Hands? 


« Haſt not thou begun the good Work in 
« my Soul, and undertaken for my com- 
« fortable Progreſs and Perſeverance in 
« Grace; to defend me from all Evils and 
« Enemies; to ſave me thro' all Dangers 
« and Difficulties: and art not thou every 
« way _ to it as my Preiſt, Prophet, and 
« King? Haſt thou not afſured me of thy 


« Willingneſs in theſe Caſes? Nay, is not 


thy own Faithfulneſs and Glory intereſted 
« in my Eſtabliſhment and Comfort ? 


« Upon this Foot I come to thee, for theſe 
i | Reaſons I claim all at thy Hands, do thou 


6 ſupply 


li 


1 2 feel ©, 2 Hf 
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i ſupply me out of thy Fulneſs, and, ac- 
0 cording to thy Covenant Engagement, 
« comfort my Heart, and eſtabliſh me in 
te every good Word and Work.” 
2. The next Motive encouraging here- 
to, is the Relation which God ſtands in 
to his People, which is that of a Father. 
Now the Lord Feſus Chriſt himſelf, and God 
even our Father, &c. This Relation be- 
ſpeaks the utmoſt Regard and Tenderneſs, 
the greateſt Readineſs in God to hear the 
Cries of his People, and the greateſt Wil- 
lingneſs to anſwer and aſſiſt them. What 
Difficulty then can the Believer have in his 
Way? or rather, what Motive can he want 
that is proper to encourage him in his Ad- 
dreſſes to the Lord? Does God ſtand in the 
Relation of a Father to the Saints? With 
what Boldneſs may they approach him ? 
What holy Freedom may they uſe with 
him? With what Liberty may they unbo- 
ſom themſelves to their Father? and with 
what Earneſtneſs plead their Relation as a 
prevailing Argument for being heard ? For 
God has not only the Name, but the Nature 
of a Father, the Love, Bowels, Compaſſion, 
and Tenderneſs of a Parent. Our Lord ar- 
gues upon this Principle, when he ſays to 
his Auditory on the Mount : What Man is 
there of you, whom if his Son as Bread, 
will he give him a Stone? or if be ast a Fiſh, 
will be gide him a _— ? If ye then being 


evil, 
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evil, know how to give good Gifts unto your 
Children; how much more ſhall your Father, 
which is in Heaven, give good Things to them 
that ask him *? The Argument is plain : If 
our earthly Parents know what is ſuited to 
our Wants, and upon every Application to 
them, are ready to relieve us, ſo far as is 
in their Power; how much more ſhall our 
heavenly Father have his Ear open to the 
Cries of his Children ? how much more 
will he be ready to anſwer them, in all that 
they call upon him for, agreeable to his 
Will, and wherein his own Glory is inti- 
mately concerned? And that this is the 
Caſe, with reſpect to the Bleſſing in our 
Text, is too evident to admit of a Diſpute. 
Now this gives the Believer an Opportunity 
to petition for the Bleſſings in the Text af- 
ter ſome ſuch Manner as this: Father, 
« may he ſay, J apply to thee in the Way 
te which thou haſt appointed, in the Name 
© and prevailing Worthineſs of thy dear 
Son; and JI come for thoſe very Things, 
te which thou haſt given all thy Ele& in 
& him, Things which he has purchaſed at 
* the Expence of his Blood for them, and 
© which by Virtue of his Purchaſe are be- 
«© come due to them by Covenant Agree- 
ment. I truſt, thro' diſtinguiſhing Grace, I 
cam ohe of that Number, and therefore have 
« aKight to enjoy theſe Things by thy Gift 
| 7 Match, viii. 9, 10. Eo, 
| 7 te and 
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« and Promiſe, thy Covenant and Oath, the 
« Purchaſe and Merits of my dear Lord. I 
« plead for this the Relation which thou 
« ſtandeſt in to me, as my Covenant God 
« and Father. Haſt thou not ſaid to me in 
my great Head, I will be to thee a Father, 
« and thou ſhalt be to me a Son *, that thou 
« wilt act the Part of a Father towards me, 
that thou wilt hear me in all my Requeſts 
« agreeable to thy Will, and ſupply me un- 
« der the Return of my various Neceflities ? 
« Lo! I plead this Relation with thee; 
« give me a freſh Inſtance of thy paternal 
Affection, a further Proof of thy father- 
© ly Regard. Thou knoweſt the Weakneſs 
« of thy poor Child, I fly to thee for Aſ- 
« fiftance; ſtrengthen me with all Might 
« in the inward Man, eſtabliſh me in every 
good Word and Work, comfort my Heart 
« with thy Comforts, which are not ſmall, 
« while ſojourning in this Wilderneſs, and 
at laſt, having fulfilled in me the good 
« Pleaſure of thy Goodneſs, and the Work 
of Faith with Power, receive me to thy 
e Kingdom and Glory.” But I proceed, 

3. God is not only ſaid to be our Father, 
bur alſoto love us. God evenour Father, which 
bath loved us. This may be conſidered as an 
additional Encouragement for che Soul to 
pray to him for the Bleſſings in the Text; 
becauſe tis a Love with an Emphaſis : Nor 

* Heb. i. 5. 7 
E 2 thac 
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that common, general Love, which he diſ- 
covers for all his Creatures; but that pecu- 


lar Favour , that eſpecial Love, which he 


bears to his own People ; a Love that has 
diſcovered it ſelf in-a very extraordinary 
Manner, even by his having made them his 
Children, and taken them into his Family. 
Twas this Inſtance of the Divine Love, that 
iſo much affected the Apoſtle John, and 
made him break out in uch admiring Ex- 

breſſions: Behold, ſays he, what manner 
of Leve the Father Bath beftowed upon us, | 
that we ſhould be called the Sons of God"! 
And that his Love to them is of this kind, | 
and-exerts it ſelf in this remarkable Way, is 
likewiſe evident, from what it has farther 
engaged him to do for, and beſtow upon 
them. This Love has cauſed him to chooſe 
them to Salvation ©; to bleſs them with all | 
ſpiritual Bleſſings in Chriſt*; to give them 
Grace and Glory*; to prepare them a King- 
dom; to give them exceeding great and 
precious Promiſes :; to intereſt them in an 
everlaſting Covenant, well ordered for this 
Life, as well as that which is to come; yea, 
he has given them his Son, and with him 
all Things freely | ; he has po_—_ their 
Bins, juſtified their Perſons, . regenerated 
and ſanctified their Natures. What ſhall 1 


2 Pſal. evi. 4. b 1 John iii. 1. <'S Thefl, 1 ü. 13. 
0 Eph. i. 3. ©2 Tim. 1. 9. and Tit, i. 2, f Matt. xxv. 
34 52 Pet. i. 4. 2 Sam. xXxiii. 35. Rom. viii. 7 
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1. ſay? Such have been his Regards to them, ſo 
u- has God loved them, ſo freely, ſo emi- 
he nently, ſo ſuperlatively, as to give them 
a8 himſelf*; himſelf in all his Perſons and Per- 
ry fections, to be their Defence here, and their 
1s exceeding great Reward hereafter b. But 
y. why go I ſo far for Inſtances of God's 
At Love? Have we not ſufficient Proof of this 
1d | in the Text? Are there not two ample. 
X Diſcoveries of it before us? Namely, his 
er having given them Conſolation and Hope, 
vs, and thoſe ſo wonderfully qualified; for, be- 
7 hold! 'tis no leſs than everlaſting Conſola- 
d, | tion, nothing ſhort of good Hope. Which 
is | leads me next to conſider this double In- 
er ſtance of God's Love, as, 
on | 4. The fourth encouraging Motive, 
fe which the Believer has, to be importu- 
all | nate with the Lord for Stability and Perſe- 
m verance. 1 
g- And firſt, as to Conſolation, Now there 
nd are three Words made uſe of in Scripture, 
an which are deſcriptive of * tho' in 
his different Degrees of it ; ſuch as Peace, Com- 
ea, fort, and Foy. Peace is an holy Reſt or Quie- 
im tude of Soul from the Hurries of an awaken- 
eir ed Conſcience, the Curſes or Threatnings of 
ed a broken Law, and the Accuſations of Satan. 
11 This the Believer enjoys as a Fruit or Con- 

ſequence of his being led by Faith to ſee 
- himſelf in a juſtified State. The Apoſtle puts 
32. : a Jer, xxxi. 33. Gen, xv. i. 


y ? | it 
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ie upon this Iſſue, when he ſays, Nom. v. 1. 
75 berefofe betng. juſtiſied by Faith, we have 
Pease with God, ew our Lord Feſus Chriſt : 
by Faith, chat is, as L conceive, by having a be- 
lieving Apprehenſion or Veiw of our Juſtifi- 
cation. Where the Soul is poſſeſtof this Peace, 
there are no actual Doubts, tho there may not 
be an abſolute Aſſurance,” Such an one is 
ericouraged {tl to wait upon God, tho he 
ot not ſay he has an abſolute Intereſt in 

ml. 

As to Comfort, which is a different 
Word- for Conſolation. in another De- 
gree! of it, that intends a ſettled Confi- 
dence, or an habitual Serenity of Mind. 
Where this frame of Spirit prevails, there is 
a · ſteddy Cheartulneſs- o* Soul, though not 
the high Tides of Conſolation; conſtant Sup- 
port, Tho not Raviſhment. Now this more 
eſpecially is what the Apoſtle calls ever= 
lajting Conſolation in put Fext; an habitual 
Confidence, or a ſettled Compoſure of Soul; 
che Continuance and Enereaſe of which he 

prays for, when he deſires that God would 
er the: Hearts of theſe believing Theſ- 
alonians. This is diſcoverable in that holy 
Alacrity and Pleaſure, with which the Soul 
attends the Service of God; and in that Re- 
ſignation and Chearfulneſs, with which the 
Believer behaves under Afflictions. | 
The laſt Word expreſſive of this Fruit of 
divine Love, i is Joy. Now this is experienced 
only 
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ohly under ſome extraordinary Emotion of 
Soul, when the Tides of Conſolation run high, 
and the Believer: is greatly elevated. Joy 
is an high. and ſenſible Comfort *. This 1 
not conſtant with the Believer, abides not 
with him always; but is let in upon the Soul 
upon ſome eſpecial Occaſions, as a Banquet 
reſerved by God for Feſtival Diſpenſations . 
Thus after the Pangs of the new Birth, ag 
Sorrow makes way for Joy, the Beleiver has 
ſomething of this let in upon him. Tis 
with Reſpect to this in the ſpiritual, as it ig 
in the natural Birth. A NMaman, when ſhe 15 
in Travail, hath Sorrew, becauſe ber Hour 
is came; but as ſoon as ſhe is delivered of the 
Child, ſbe remembreth no more the Anguiſh, 
for Foy that a Man is born into the World®, 
So likewiſe upon the Recovery of Backſli- 
ders, whoſe Bones, as the P/almi/# ſpeaks, 
bave been broken; the Lord, according to 
his Prayer, is graciouſly pleaſed to cauſe 
them to hear Foy and Glagneſs *. This par- 
ticularly was the Caſe with the Prodigal 
upon his Return, who is thought by ſome 
to repreſent a Backſlider. What Joy and 
Rejoycing was there upon this Occafion, ac- 
cording. to. Luke xv. 22—25? Then it is 
that the Saint's Apprehenſions of pardoning 
Mercy are moſt raiſed and lively, and con- 


Rom. xv. 13. d See Dr. Manton on Heb, A1 18. 
Vol. 4. © john xvi. 1. Pfal. 51. 8. 
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ſequently his Joy moſt ſtrong and elevated: 
Nothing ſo ſweet and refrefhing, as the 
Oil of Joy after the Spirit of Heavineſs. . It 


s likewiſe experienced upon the ſolemn Ex- 


efciſe of Grace in Duty, when the Word is 


either impreſt, or revived with Power upon 


the Conſcience, or we are more than ordi- 
narily aſſiſted in Meditation, Prayer, or at 
the Lord's Table. Again, in Times of 
Suffer ing and Self-denial, the Beleiver fre- 
quently taſtes of this Joy ; for God is never 
behind hand with his People, if he calls 
them to outward Suffer ings, he knows how 
to ſupport them by inward Conſolation and 
Joy ®. And indeed ſometimes a Child of 
God is ſenſibly touched with it at the Hour 


of Death, and in the Veiws of Eternity; 


then has the Lord been pleaſed to lifr up the 
Light of his Countenance, and has filled the 
dying Beleiver with Joy unſpeakable and 
Full of Glory ©. But Inſtances of this kind are 
not very common, this is not the Lot of all 
God's Children, tho equally dear to him. 

But this may ſuffice for the Thing it felf, 
let us next conſider the Epithet by which it 
is amplified, and that is everlaſting : And 
hath given us everlaſting Conſolation, How 


can this be, may ſome fay? Tho' it ſhould 


be allowed that God does give every one, 
whom he calls by his Grace, Conſolation and 
Joy in beleiving, more of leſs ſpiritual Com- 
aPſal, div, 34. Cant. i. 12. b 2 Cor. i. 35. 1 Pet. i. 8. 
I | fort 
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fort when he firſt brings them to a View of 
their Intereſt in Chriſt; yet how can this be 
juſtly rermed everlaſting, when the Believer's 
Joy is ſo frequently interrupted by a Variety 
of Troubles, and when, to outward Appear- 
ance, he is ſo far from it, that he is exceed- 
ingly overwhelmed and dejected at Times? 
To this we anſwer, - . 

1.) That this Conſolation may very well 
be calledeverlaſting, in Oppoſitionto, or Con- 
tradiſtinction from all other Joy, all world- 
ly Comfort and Conſolation. For what is 
the natural Man's Joy? Tis only as the 
crackling of Thorns under a Pot 


Foundation for his Mirth. Whereas the 
Believer's Ts whether greater or leſs as 
to Degree, is always ſolid, and ſubſtantial : 
it is an abiding Seed in the Soul, though it 
does not always appear; hence it is faid : 
Light is ſown for the Righteous, and Glaaneſs 
for the upright in Heart ©. And the Reaſon 
of it is evident, becauſe this Joy is a Fruit 
of the Spirit *; and all the Graces of the 
Spirit are implanted in the Soul at once, 


| A Feel. vii. 6 b Prov. xiv, 13. © PM", xcvii. LT. 
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42 A stau on FY Death of 


though they do not all ſpring up together. And 
though it cannot be denied, but this Joy is 
liable to Interruptions from various Occur- 
TENCES.; ; yet even in the midſt of outward 
Trouble and Affliction the Believer may, 
and very often is, filled with inward Con- 
ſolation and Joy. Witneſs the Account 
which the Apoſtle gives us of himſelf, and 
the reſt of his Companions in Sufferings : ; 
For as the ee, of Chrift abound in ns, 


7 our. Conſolation alſo aboundeth by C Chri/t *. 


But this is not the only Reaſon ey the 


Believer' s Conſolation is termed everlaſting 


in our Text. For, 
2.) There is certainly the beſt Reaſon in 
the World for it, if we conſider the Foun- 
dation upon which it is raiſed, or the Spring 
from which it proceeds; the one able to 
ſupport, the other capable to ſupply it for 
ever. This will appear by a brick Enume- 
ration of ſeveral 12355 gs, nich meet in the 
Compoſition of this Foundation or Spring. 
Such as, 
(J.), The enerlath 1 Love of God. Him- 
ſelf ave us this Zou of it, when he 
ects the Notions of the Fewsſh Church 


to. his Care of them in the Wilderneſs; The 
Lord. bath a 9 58 5 of old unto me: yea, 
(ſays the Lord, not of old only, that is, to 
— it, but) 1 have loved thee with an 


©" ONE 22 Cor. i i. 5. and Chap. vi. lo. 
7 ever- 
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everlaſting Love; therefore with loving Kind- 
neſs have T drawn thee*. 


(2.) To this we may add: The everlaſting 


Covenant of Grace, which David mentions, 


as the Foundation of his Comfort and Toy, 


2 Sam. xxiii. 5. Although my Houſe be not 
fo with God ; yet he hath made with me an 


everlaſting Covenant, ordered in all Things, 
and ſure ; for this is all my Salvation, and 
all my Deſire, altho he make it not to grow. 
And to this Covenant the. Lord has added 
his Oath, that ſo by 7wo immutable T, hings, 
in which it was impoſſible for God to lie, the 
Heirs of Promiſe might have ſtron Conſola- 


 fion*, Now theſe two immutable Things 


are the Promiſe and Oath of God. And 
where ſhall we find this Word of Promiſe, 
but in the Covenant of Grace, which is no- 
thing elſe but a Collection, or Bundle of 
Promiſes, of which the firſt and chief is: 

T will be their God, and they ſhall be my Peo- 


ple*: which includes God s being to them, 


and doing for them, all that is neceſſary for 
Creatures; all thar God can be to them, or do 
for them, as ſuch. If any ask what this is ? 
The Anſwer may be in that extenſive Pro- 
miſe: The Lord! is a Sun and Shield; the 


a Jer. xxxi. 3. The Supplement (faying) in our Tranſta- 
t:on ought to be ſtruck out, as perverting the Senſe, and deftroy- 
ing the Deſign of the Text. Vide Poli Synop. Crit. in loc. 
Hulley on the Text, Ch. vi. p. 113, Sc 

d Heb. vi. 17, 18. Jer 11 33. 
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Lord will give Grace and Glory; no good 
Thing abe with-hold from them, that walk 
wprightly*. And that he might leave no 
room for Suſpicion, but aſſure his People 
of the Accompliſhment of his Promiſe, he 
has confirm'd it with an Oath: Once have I 
fworn by my Holineſs, that I will not he un- 
'Zo Dayid*, The Lord has not only given his 
Oath, but he has ſworn by the moſt ſacred 
of all his Attributes, that he will make good | 
his Covenant to Chriſt, our ſpiritual David, 
and his Seed, What then could God do 
more for the ſtrong Conſolation of his Peo- 
ple? How firm a Baſis does it ſtand upon? 
= juſtly may it be called everlaſting? | 
| ( 3.) There 1 is the everlaſting Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt, ag the Holy Ghoſt calls it by Da- 
niel, Ch. ix. 24. Now this takes in, or is | 
made up of the ſpotleſs Purity, and habitual | 
Baliveb of Chrilt s Nature as Man. Thus 
many judicious Divines underſtand the A- 
poſtle, when he ſays: The Law of the Spi- 
rit of Life in Chrif Feſus has made me free 
from the Law of Sin and Death ©, Here the 
"Apoſtle oppoſes rhe Purity of Chriſt s Na- 
ture to the Corruption of ours, which not 
only inclines to Sin, but binds over to Death. 
Now what 1s immediately ſuited to the Re- 
lief and Comfort of the Soul in this Caſe ? 
Why, the habitual Righteouſneſs of Chriſt's 
Nature ; the Law of the Spirit of Life in 


* Pſal. Ixxxiv. 11. b Pal, Ixxxix. 35, Rom. viii. 2. 
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Ghriſt Feſus. And this we find was the Im- 


provement which the Apoſtle was helped to 


make of it. The other Branches of this 
Righteouſneſs follow, in the third and fourth 


« Verſes of this Chapter: For what the Law 


could not do, in that it was weak thro the 
Fleſh, God ſending his own Son in the Likeneſs 
of finful Fleſh, and for Sin condemned Sin in 
the Fleſh; that the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
might be fulfilled in us. Where the Apoſtle 
evidently ſets before us Chriſt's perfect Obe- 
dience to the Precept of the Law, and his 
undergoing the Penalty or Curſe of it; and 
this he ſays was, that the R:ghteouſneſs of the 
Law might be fulfilled inus,h.e. in our Nature 
by our Repreſentative or Subſtitute. Hence 
his active and paſſive Obedience is ours, as 
much as if we had obeyed and ſuffered in 
our own Perſons. The Law is wholly ful- 
filled by him, and that very Righteouſ- 
neſs is ours in a Law Senſe, and ſo ful- 
filled in us“. And therefore the Apoſtle 
might well ſay, Ch. x. 4. That Chriſt 
is become the (fulfilling) End of the Law 
for Righteouſneſs to every one that believes. 
Now in order to this, hen the Fulneſs of the 
Time was come, God ſent forth his Son, made of 
a Woman, made under the Law, to redeem them 
that were under the Law. Our Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, putting himſelf in the Law Place of 


© Fee Croſs's Sermon on Rom. iv. 5, 6. in fine. 
v Gal. iv. 4, 5. 1 
che 
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the Elect, Was made Sin, anda Curſe for them; 
obey d and ſuffered in their Room and Stead, 
the Juſt for the 59005 that ſo be might 
2 tbem d, to Communion with him 
here, and full. Fruition of him hereafter. 
And what an happy Influence muſt this have 
on the Believer's Conſolation? 

(A.) We may take into this Account the 
. chi Preiſthood of Chriſt, that is to 
fay, the ſovereign Virtue or Efficacy of his 
Sacrifice, and his continual Interceſſion at the 
Father's Right Hand. Chriſt is a Preiſt for e- 

ver after the Order of Melchizedeck*. He of- 
fered himſelf an expiatory Sacrifice here be- 
low, and is now ent red, by bis own Blood, in- 
to the Holieſt above, there to appear in the 
Preſence of God for his People ©. What is 
the Conſequence of this? Why, becauſe he 
ever — they . ſhall live alſo". The Inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, managed in the Influence 
of his own Blood, effectually ſecures the fi- 
nal Perſeverance and compleat Happineſs of 
the Ele& : For, (as the Apoſtle faith) if 
when we were Enemies, we were reconciled 
to God by the Death of his Son ; much more 
being reconciled, we ſhall be faved by his 
Life*. This then is the Bottom, upon which 
the Believer's Conſolation reſts, the Spring 
from whence it ariſes, and as it can never be 
overthrown under the former Veiw, nor 


* x Per. ni. 18. Pal. ox. 4 © Heb, ix. 12, 24. 
4 Heb. vii. 2 5. © Rom. v. 10. | 
ever 
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ever be dried u under the latter; a Conſo- 
lation ſo well ſupported and fed, may, with 
ood Reaſon, be termed everlaſting. But 1 
fat diſmiſs this Head, when 1 tins added, 
3.) That it may likewiſe be ſo called, not 
becauſe it is the {=> Earneſt, or 
firſt Fruits of everlaſting ] oy in'the heaven. 
y State, but becauſe it 18 indeed the Be- 
Hog of that Joy. Tis a Joy of 1 
arne atute, tho not in the ſame Deg 
the ſame for Rind, tho not for Perfection. The 
Believer has the ſame Objects of Conſola- 
tion here, 'that the Saints have above; btft 
here they are ren Zb a Gt darkly, there 
Pate to Face here by Intervals, there with- 
aut Interru ** And as there is this Dif- 
8 in ght and Enj ee of theſe 
Objects; 18 C0 Uequently ch ere muſt be an 
Eq 105 Difference! in the Joy that ariſes Froſt 
em, as to Degree and Continuance. In 
feaven, Where the Viſion of God and 
Chriſt is immediate and uninterrupted, che 
Jo LE the glorified Saint muſt be full; but 
on Earth, while this Viſion is ſo very obſcure, 
and ſo frequently intercepted, it muſt needs 
fall unſpeakably ſhort. Yer ſtill is it a 
Conſolation of the ſame, ſort, that ers 
comes down from Heaven, whictr isa Pledge. 
of it, and will at laſt be compleated in it. 
But this for the firſt Fruit of God's Love, 
everlaſting Conſolation. © 


21 Cor, xill, 12. 
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The ſecond Fruitof this Love, mentioned 
above, is Hope. Now Hope, in the Scripture. 
Uſeof the Word, is a patient, aſſured Expecta- 
tion of enjoying all future Good promiſed to 
us. Hence we read of the Patience of Hope, 
1 Theſſ. i. 3. and the Afurance of Hope, 
Heb. vi. 11. The general Object of Hope 
is ſome Good, and not Evil;. for Evil is 
the Object of Fear. Hope acts upon the 
ſame Things as. Faith does, only Faith looks 
at the Truth of the Things promiſed, * 
at the Good contained in them. And then; 
as the Object of Hope is ſome Good, ſo not 
that which is preſent, but future. For, as 
the Apoſtle ſaith: What a Man ſeeth, why 
doth he yet hope for*? Hope acts upon fu- 
ture Good, either in this Life, or that which 
is to come; for it extends to all future Good 
in both Worlds; all that relates to Life and 
Godlineſs, to Time and Eternity. And then 
laſtly, Hope is concerned with promiſed 
Good ; for where there is no Promiſe to 
build upon, there is no Room for the Ex- 
erciſe of Hope. That Hope, which is not 
built upon a ſure Word * of Promiſe, will 
prove like a Spiders Vebe. And therefore 
tmwould be very well, if the Perſons who 
have thoſe Words ſo frequently on their 
Tongues, as I hope. for Mercy, and, as 1 
bope to be Javed 3 'twould be well, I fay, if 
. theſe Perſons would conſider what Ground 
* Rom, viii. 24 02 Pet. i. 19: job viii. 14. 
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they have for their Hope: Their talking 
of the Thing; and.taking the Word ſo fa- 
miliarly into their Mouths, will be of no 
Service to them, unleſs they have ſome Pro- 
miſe to build upon. But to return. 
This Hope is another Fruit of God's 
Love, and a noble one too, if we conſider 
of what Uſe it is to the People, of God in 
this World. Here the Believer is attended 
with a great Variety of Troubles from with- 
in, and from without. Well, how comes it 
that he does not ſink under his Burden ? 
Why, Hope bears him up: as he is brought 
to ſee that there is Need of theſe Things; ſo 
he hopes for Support while under them, for 
the Preſence of God with him in his Af- 
flictions, for a ſanctified Uſe of all Trials, 
and in the Lord's Time for a happy Delive- 
rance from them: And his Hope in all 
theſe Caſes is bottom'd upon that Word, 
which is inviolable. For God has faid, that 
he will put underneath everlaſting Arms *; 
that he will be with his People in the Fire, 
and in the Water *, under the ſharpeſt and 
moſt afflictive Diſpenſations; that he will 
make every Thing work together for good to. 
theme; that no Temptation ſhall take them, 
but ſuch as is common to Man; that he will 
not ſuffer them to be tempted above that they 
are able; and that with the Temptation alſo 


Deut. xxxiii. 27. b Iſa. xliii. Z. Rom. viii. 28. 


G | he 


50 A SERMON en the Death of 

he will ate a Way to eſcape*. Now an aſ- 
ſured Expectation of thefe Things muſt 
needs be attended with unfpeakble Advan- 
tage to the Believer, muſt needs keep him 
chearful under Afflictions, and give him 
Occaſion to bleſs the Lord for them. Thus 
David could ſay, Pſal. cxix. 71. It is good 
for me that ] have been aſflicted, that I might 
learn thy Statutes; compared with ver. 67. 
Before I was affifted I went aſtray, but now 
have I kept thy Word. This Hope encou- 
rages the Soul to believe, that nothing ſhall 
Ever ſeparate him from the Love of God 
which 1s in Chrift Fefus*; but that he ſhall 
be brought off in the End more than Conque- 
707 © over all his ſpiritual Enemies. So that 
his Hope is an Helmet * to defend him from 
ſlavifh, tormenting Fear; and an Anchor to 
ſtay, and bear him up in all ſpiritual Storms; 
an Anchor which entereth into that within the 
Feile, takes hold on the Covenant Love of 
God, the Blood, Righteouſneſs, and Inter- 
ceſlion of Chrift; and ſo enables the Believer 
to triumph over Sin and Death, over the 
Grave and the Devil. Hope fixes the Eye of 
the Soul upon Heaven and Happineſs, and 
by leading the Believer to conſider, that the 
Sufferings of this prefent Time are not worthy 
to be compared with the Glory which ſhall 
be revealed in us * hereafter, wonderfully re- 


ar Cor: x. 13. v Rom. viii, 39. © Ibid. ver. 37. 
$4 Thell, v. 8. © Heb, vi. 19: Rom. viii. 18. g 
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conciles to, and ſupports under Afflictions. 
Nay, verily this Hope, or raiſed Expecta- 
tion of the heavenly Happineſs, gives Af- 
flictions another Turn, caſts them into a 
different Mold, and, as it were, alters their 
very Nature; for where this is the Caſe with 
the Soul, as the heavieſt Afflictions become 
light, ſo they work for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal Weight of Glory *. Now 
how is this ? but as the Soul by an Eye of 
Faith, and in the Exerciſe of Hope, is lead 
to deal with future, and eternal Objects, as 
tho' preſent and in Poſſeſſion. By this Means, 
Heaven, as it were, is let in upon the Be- 
ever. He is diſengaged from the Things 
of this World, and even made to rejoice un- 
der the Croſs, as what lies in his Way to the 
Crown. | 
If Hope then is of no leſs Uſe to the Be- 
lever than this, certainly 'tis an Inſtance of 
the Overflowings of God's Love, that he 
would put ſuch a precious Weapon into 
the Hands of his Children, while engaged 
in a ſpiritual Warfare, while encompaſſed 
with Enemies on all Sides. Oh what a 
choice Peice of the Believer's ſpiritual Ar- 
mour 1s this! How loudly does it witneſs to 
divine, diſtinguiſhing Grace ! But I pals 
this ro confider | 7K 
The Epithet by which this Hope 1s de- 
ſcribed and amplified, and that is good. It 
2 1 Cor. iv. 17, 18. 
G 2 19 
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is good Hope. Now it may be ſo called up- 
on many Accounts; particularly with re- 
ſpe& to its Author or Efficient, which is 
God himſelf, therefore called the God of 
Hope, Rom. xv. 13. It is the great, and good 
God, who plants 'this Hope in his People; 
and as all his Works are good, becauſe his, 
{o this amongſt the reſt. It may likewiſe 
be ſo called on account of its Subjects, thoſe 
in whom it is wrought, namely, Believers; 
who are comparatively good, good in a 
Goſpel Senſe, thro' the regenerating Influ- 
ences of the Holy Ghoſt. Add to this, that 
the Hope in our Text may be denominated 
good with Reſpect to its Objects, which is all 
promiſed Good, all unenjoyed future Good, 
eſpecially Heaven and Happineſs, which 
are therefore called that bleſſed Hope, Tit. 
ii. 13. See alſo Chap. i. 2. and Rom. v. 
where we read of the Hope of the Glory of 
God, and the Hope of eternal Life. Again, 
this Hope is deſervedly called good, on ac- 
count of its Ground or Foundation. The 
Apoltle uſes the Word Hope in this Senſe, 
when he prays for the Ephefians, that the 
Eyes of their Underſtanding being enlightned, 
they might know what is the Hope of his Cal- 
ling, . h. e. What the Hope of God's called 
ones is bottom'd upon. This Hope is good, 
becauſe it has a good Foundarion. - And 
what is this? The unchangeable Nature of 


* Eph. i. 10 


God, 
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God, the Immutability of his Love, Pur- 
ſes, Decrees, and Covenant; the Death and 
Sufferings of Chriſt; and the Engagement 
of the holy Spirit to maintain the Work of 
Grace in the Souls of the Elect againſt all 
Oppoſition, and abſolutely perfect it in the 
Day of Chriſt *. In fine, this Hope may be 
called good, on account of its preſent Uſe 
and conſtant Serviceableneſs to the Belie- 
ver both in Life and at Death, being there- 
fore (as we obſerved before) compared to 
an Helmet and Anchor, 
Thus we ſee what Inſtances of Love the 
Lord is pleaſed to afford his People, what 
kind of Conſolation and Hope he graciouſly 
beſtows upon them, as the one is everlaſt- 
ing, and the other good. Certainly then, 
thoſe who have had any Taſte of theſe 
Things, any Experience of the Love of 
God in -theſe Inſtances, cannot but think it 
abundant Matter of Encouragement, why 
they ſhould daily pray to him for the Con- 
tinuance and Encreaſe of the Mercies in our 
Text. | 
Before I proceed to the other Branches of 
the Text, give me Leave to break in upon 
your Patience ſo far, as to acquaint you 
with the Experience of our departed Friend 
in both theſe Particulars. The Lord had 
been pleaſed to indulge her with this ever- 
laſting Conſolation in its ſeveral Degrees. She 
| 2 Phil, i. 6. g : 
| knew 
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knew what it was to have Peace of Conſcience 
from the Views of an Intereſt in the Blood 
and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt. She was not 
only brought to acknowledge, that if ever 
ſhe was ſaved, it muſt be in this Way; but 
was helped to venture her Soul with Chriſt, 

and from a View of her Juſtification by him, 

was filled with inward Peace and Satisfacti- 
on. She had no ſmall Share in the com- 
fortable Part of the Chriſtian's Experience. 

She was favour'd with that Serenity of 
Mind and Chearfulneſs of Spirit, which 
made Attendance in God's Houſe, and Ser- 
vice in her own, pleaſurable to others as 
well as her ſelf, She was no Stranger to the 
Joy and Rapture of Fauh, but in many 
ſweet Intercourſes between God and her 
Soul, had experienced the Triumph and Ele- 
vation, which accompanies che inward Wit- 
neſſings of the Spirit, Tis true, ſhe was 


not without her Doubts, at Times, but, as 


they could not root out her Experience, ſo 


neither could they overturn her Hope. 
That was ſtill as the Anchor of her Soul, 


jure and fledfaft, entring within the Veil, and 


faſtening on the Covenant Love and Faith- 
fulnefs of God. This Aſſurance I had from 
her own Lips, but a few Hours before 
her Diſſolution, when ſhe expreſs'd her 
ſelf to this Purpoſe: « I do not, ſaid ſhe, 
« find thoſe rapturous Diſcoveries, thoſe 
te very delightful Manifeſtations, which I 

have 
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« have experienc'd in time paſt; but I 
« am brought to depend upon che un- 
« changeable Love of God; and the Faiths: 
* fulneſsof that Covenant, which is ordered 
« in all Things, and fure.” And much to 
the fame Effect, only fuller, 1s the Account 
that ſhe left. behind her in Writing, penn'd 
above a Year before her Death *, in which 
the has thefe Words: Finding my Di- 
<« ſtempers growing upon me, and the out- 
« ward Man greatly decaying, I have Rea- 
“ fon to think I fhall not be long with you; 
* and if taken away before you, do not 
« mourn as one without Hope. For tho 
« ”tis not with me as it oughr to be, and I 
< have been very barren and unfruitful, un- 
% der the Means I have been favour d with, 
ce and dare not fay I have a full Aſſurance; 
" 2 bleſſed be God, I can ſay, I have 
Hope thro Orace, that for me to die 
os Wil be Gain. Hope I have experienced 
« ſomething of the Divine Spirit witneſſing 
e with my Spirit, that I am a Child of 
«© God, redeemed by the precious Blood of 
« a dear Jeſus, upon whoſe Merits and 
8e Righteouſneſs alone I depend for Life 
ce and Salvation.“ You ſee from — up- 
on what her Hope was bottom d, 
whence her Conſolation ſprung, how * 20 
ble ſhe was of remaining Infirmities, and. 


* In 4 Leiter to Mr. Clarke, found amorgf her rags ſince 
free areas bþ ; 
how 
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how willing to reſolve all into the Grace of 
God. But this leads me to the laſt Motive 
in the Text, namely, 
FB. The rich Spring and Origin of this 
Love, with its ſeveral Fruits or Effects, 
eſpecially thoſe of Conſolation and Hope, 
and that is the Grace of God. Who has gi- 
ven us everlaſting Conſolation and good Hope 
thro Grace. Tis from hence that the Bleſ- 
ſings in our Text take their Riſe; from the 
Grace, h. e. the free Love, and unmerited Fa- 
vour of God. What is this everlaſting Con- 
ſolation and good Hope owing to? Not to our 
own Works, or Worthineſs; not to what 
we are, or what we can do. No, they flow 
down to us in a way of ſovereign Mercy and 
Grace. Had it not been for Grace, fallen, 
apoſtate Creatures would never have heard 
of any ſuch Thing; Conſolation and Hope 
of any ſort,” in any Degree, had never been 
experienced, much leſs that which is ever- 
laſting and well grounded. But ſince this 
Grace has acted in ſuch a Way, ſince it has 
overflowed in this Manner, what may 'not 
the Believer expect from it? Has this Foun- 
tain already ſent forth ſuch rich Streams? 
"Tis ſtill as full, and flows as freely, as ever. 
Nothing can dry up the Spring, nothing 
cut of the Streams. Did God love the Be- 
liever freely at firſt; and as an Inſtance of it, 
has he freely given him everlaſting Conſola- 
tion and good Hope? Tis a ſufficient Encou- 
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ragement to pray for the Continuance and 
Encreaſe of them. Salvation in every Part 
of it, from the Beginning to the End, is 
free, without Money and without Price *, 
neither the firſt Communications of Grace, 
nor any after Supplies are ſufpended upon the 
Creature's Worthineſs; but in both Caſes 
the Lord is gracious, purely becauſe he will 
be gracious. With what Boldneſs then may 
the Believer come to the Lord for the Bleſ- 
ſings in the Text, tho' conſcious of much 
Imperfection; fince free Love triumphs 
over all, ſince Grace reigns thro Righteouſ- 
neſs unto eternal Life, by Feſus Chriſt our 
 Lord*? What ſhould be the Improvement 
of this? Certainly Grace ought to wear the 
Crown. God intended this by the Diſplay 
of it in our Salvation. All that he has done 
in it was deſigned 20 the Praiſe of the Glory 
of his Grace ©; and therefore the chief Aim 
of the Chriſtian ſhould be, not only to 
ſpeak, bur live the Praiſe of Divine Grace. 
Bur I haſten to the laſt Thing in the Text, 
namely, . | 

Thirdly, The Matter of the Apoſtle's Pray- 
er, or the Things he prays for, and they are 
two, Comfort of Heart, and Stability in 
every good Word and Work. In ſpeaking 
to which I muſt be very ſhort. 

1. He prays that God would comfort 
their Hearts. Now this ſeems to be the ſame 


2 Iſnh. Iv. 1. b Rc m. v. 1. © Eph. i. 6. 


thing 
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thing with Conſolation in the preceding 


Verſe, which the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, as given 
to theſe believing Theſſalonians; which may 
occaſion ſuch a Queſtion as this: If it was 
already given them, why does he yet pray 
for it? To this it may be anſwered, When 
the Apoſtle prays that God would comfort 
their Hearts, he 1s not to be underſtood as 
meaning that God would give them divine 
Conſolation in its Principle, or work the 
firſt ſpiritual Joy in their Souls thro' be- 
lieving; no, this they had, they were not de- 
ſtitute of the Thing in its Habit, nor whol- 
ly Strangers to its Exerciſe, they had, no 
doubt, at times, experienced a comfortable 
Degree of it; but the Apoſtle prays that 
they might live in a continued Senſe of it, 
that their Joy might be daily in exerciſe, 
and that if the Lord pleaſed, they might be 
favoured with it in a greater Meaſure. And 
thus I apprehend the Saints, who have re- 
ceived a Meaſure of Grace, and, it may be, 
have had a Diſcovery of the Pardon of Sin, 
are nevertheleſs to pray for Pardon, and 
likewiſe for all Grace, that is to ſay, for a 
continued Senſe of the Pardon of their Sins, 
and if the Lord pleaſe, for a larger Income 
of Grace, And we ſhall ſee ſufficient Rea- 
ſon for the Conduct of the Apoſtle in this 


Particular, and ſufficient Cauſe for the Saints 


to follow him herein, by putting up the 


ſame Requeſt for themſelves, which he does 


tor 
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for the Theſſalonians ; if we conſider how 
liable the People of God are to loſe 
their preſent Comfort, and faint in their 
Minds, either thro' the prevailing of Cor- 
ruption, or by reaſon of new Temptation 
and Affliction. The Saints are here in a 
Wilderneſs-ſtate ſurrounded with Difficul- 
ties; they are Pilgrims and Strangers upon 
the Earth, and ſo have many Ups and 
Downs, meet with foul Weather as well as 
Sun-ſhine ; they are Soldiers, and fa have 
many Enemies to encounter ; Grace is weak 
in many, and very imperfect in the beſt : 
Unbelief frequently prevails, and the Lord 
many times hides his Face, which damps 
their ſpirityal Comfort and Joy. This was 
Davids Caſe, when he ſaid, My Mountain 
ſtands ſtrong, I ſhall never be moved; but in 
the next Words, thou didſt hide thy Face, 
and I was troubled*, Now what mult they 
do under ſuch Circumſtances? How neceſ- 
ſary is it, that they thould pray to the Lord 
for the Continuance and Encreaſe of ſpiri- 
tual Comfort, and likewiſe for Eſtabliſh- 
ment in every good Word and Work. Which 
leads me, 
2. To the other Thing here prayed for, which 
is Stability in every good Word and Work, 

I.) In every good Mord. Now by this we 
are not to underſtand the Words of our Lips 
in common Converſation, tho' we ought ro 


* Pal xz 6,7. | 
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pray that theſe may be ſavory, ſeaſoned with 
Salt *, that they may miniſter Grace to the 
Hearers, No corrupt Communication ſhould 
proceed out of our Mouths, but that which is 
good to the uſe of edifying *. Not fooliſh 
Talking nor Feſting *, not fooliſh Queſtions 
that tend to Jangling *; all which is for- 
bidden. But by Word here is meant the Go- 
ſpel in general, or the Truths of it in parti- 
cular. Hence the Goſpel is called the Word 
barely, Rom. x. 8. and the faithful Word, 
Tit. i. 9. And the Doctrines of it the Form 
of ſound Words, 2 Tim. i. 13. Agreeable 
to this, the Character of a Miniſter in Scrip- 
ture is, one that labours in the Word and Do- 
&rine*; and the Apoſtle exhorts Timothy to 
ſtudy, to ſhew himſelf a Workman, by 
sightly dividing the Word of Truth, 2 Tim. 
11. 15. Every good Word here is the ſame 
with the Traditions the Apoſtle ſpeaks 
of ver. 15. and ſo includes all the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and particularly among the 
reſt, the Doctrines of God, his Being, and 
Decrees ; the Doctrine of perſonal Electi- 
on and Reprobation, of Creation and Provi- 
dence, of the Covenants of Grace and Works, 
of the Fall and Recovery of the Elect, 
of the Headſhips of thefir/t and ſecond Adam; 
of the Natures, Perſon, and Offices of the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and his Execution of 


2 Col. ii. 6. b Eph. iy. 29. © Ibid, v. 4. 
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thoſe Offices in his State of Humiliation 


and Glory; the Doctrines of Redemption 
and Satisfaction, Juſtification by an impu- 
ted Righteouſneſs, efficacious Grace, or the 
abſolute Neceſſity of the Spirit's Operations, 
both to the Being of Grace, and the Per- 
formance of good Works with Acceptance, 
with the final Perſeverance of the Saints, 
and the reſt. Theſe, with the other Do- 
ctrines of the Goſpel, are the every good 
Word, which the Apoſtle intends in our 
Text. Upon this Foundation we are to 
ſtand; theſe Truths we are to hold faſt; in 
the Faith and Profeſſion of theſe we 
ought to be eſtabliſhed, as the Apoſtle here 
expreſſes it: which, would Time permit, 
would lead us to conſider the Import of 
that Phraſe, the Expreſſion being of the 
ſame Meaning with others in the New Te- 
ſtament, where we are bid fo hold faſt the 
Profeſſion of our Faith without wavering *, 
to ſtand faſt, and quit our ſelves ike Men®, 
to hold faſt the Form of ſound Words, and 
to contend earneſtly for the Faith once deli- 
vered to the Saints *, | 
Now theſe may be called good, becauſe 
their Author is ſo, God is good; and becauſe, 
as they flow from his Goodneſs, they are 
likewiſe Diſcoveries of his good Will towards 
Men. They may likewiſe be ſo called, be- 
* Heb.x. 33. i 13. E 2 Him. , 13s 
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cauſe they produce good Effects, being the 
Means of the Sinner's: Converſion, (for 
which Reaſon the Goſpel, in the Hands of 
the Spirit, is called % Power of God to Sal- 
vation a) and alſo of his Eſtabliſhment and 
Growth in Grace, his Peace, Comfort, 
and Joy in believing. In a Word, chey 
may be ſo called, becauſe they contain in 
themſelves, and ſecure to the Saints, the 
greateſt good imaginable, all that deſerves to 
be called ſo, namely, Grace here, and Glory 
hereafter. This is the firſt Thing which 
the Apoſtle prays for, that they may be 
ſtabliſbed in every good. Word, every good 
Word of Promiſe, and every good Word of 
Command. Which brings me, 

2.) To the other Thing here pray d 
for, namely, their Eſtabliſhment in every good 
Work, Time will not allow us to enter into 
Particulars under this Head. 

We may ſee what this every good Wark is, 
in its general Amount, Tit. ii. 12. where 
we are told, that the Grace of God (by 
which is meant the Doctrine of Grace, or 
the Goſpel Revelation) feaches us fo live o- 
berly, rigbteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
World. Soberly, reſpe&s all good Works 
towards our ſelves; righteoufly, all good 

Works towards our Neighbours ; ; godly, all 
good Works towards the Lord. So that 
- when the Apoſtle prays, that the T beſſalo- 
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nian Church might be ſtabliſhed in every 
good Work, he takes in the whole Compaſs 
of Duty, and means their Perſeverance 
therein. . 
If any aſk, How a Work comes by this 
Denomination ? We anſwer, that a Work 
may be called good, on account of the 
good Author producing it; the good Sub- 
je& from which it proceeds, (for the Tree 
muſt be made good, before it can bring forth 
good Fruit * ) and laſtly, a Work may be ſo 
called, becauſe good in its Effects, as it 
tends to the Glory of God, and the Advan- 
tage of others; for theſe Things (ſays the 
Apoſtle) are good and profitable unto Men b. 
Here likewiſe it might be demanded, 
When may a Work be ſaid to be good? The 
Anſwer to this is, that a Work may be good, 
materially and formally: a Work is good 
materially, when it is for the Matter of it, 
what God hath commanded ; it is good 
formally, when it is for the manner of it, 
as he has required. To make a Work com- 
pleatly good, it muſt be what God hath 
commanded, and as God has commanded, 
H. e. it muſt be done in Faith, from a Prin- 
ciple of Life, and from Love to God, thro' 
a right Medium, that is, in the Name, and 
thro' the Mediation of Chriſt; and laſtly, 
to a right End, that is to ſay, with an Eye 


Lo 
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to the Honour and Glory of God. But J 
mult not enlarge upon theſe Things. 

As to proper Reflections on this Subject, 
they are ſo eaſy to be made, that I need only 
mention them, and leave you to enlarge 
upon them in * own Minds. I 

1. Then, who but will obſerve, from 
the Example and Practice of the Apoſtle in 
our Text, that it is the Duty of every Be- 
liever to labour after Comfort and Stability; 
after the latter, as the beſt Means to the 
former? This ſhould be his conſtant En- 
deavour, what he ſhould diligently purſue 
at all times; and that ſo much the more, as 
he is liable, through divers Temptations, 
to fall from his Stedfaſtneſs *, and flag in 
his Comfort. 

2. From hence likewiſe enquiring Souls 
are directed where to look for Stability and 
Comfort in the want of thoſe Mercies, 
namely, to the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and God 
even our Father. God is the Author and 
Giver of theſe Things, as well as the Main- 
tainer and Increaſer of them in the Soul; 
and therefore, under the want of theſe Bleſ- 
ſings, our continued Applications ſhould be 
to him for them. 

3. We may alſo gather from hence, what 
Means we are to make uſe of, as molt like- 
ly to attain this deſirable End, namely, 
conſtant and earneſt Prayer to the Lord, at 
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leaſt the uſe of all other Means, ſuch as 
hearing and reading the Word, &c. ſhould be 
accompanied with Prayer. Our Apoſtle took 
this Method in Behalf of the Theſſalonians; 
and doubtleſs he is herein an Enſample to 
us, we ought to be found in the ſame 
Practice for our ſelves. 

I have done with what your Time would 
allow me to offer in a doctrinal Way, and,” 
indeed, ſhould have thought of concluding 
this Diſcourſe, were I not apprehenſive 
that ſomerhing more is expected, with 
Regard to the Deceaſed, and the Improve- 
ment of the Providence before us. 

As to the former, tis proper I ſhould. 
tell you, that as Characters on theſe Oc- 
caſions, are no more agreeable tothe ſurviving 
Relatives, than they were to our deceaſed 
Siſter ; you muſt neither expect ſo parti- 
cular an Account, as ſhe deſerves, nor as 
otherwiſe it might have been my Inclina- 
tion to have given. Being thus reſtrain'd, 
Lam obliged to take no Notice of her many 
natural Endowments, and perſonal Quali- 
fications, the Prudence, Temper, and Con- 
duct obſervable in her civil Oeconomy ; and 
therefore I ſhall forbear enlarging on theſe 
Things, and chiefly inſiſt on He Character 
as a Chriſtian. _ 

Now as to this in general, it is eaſy to 
e from what was before ſuggeſted, 
tht ſhe was a ſerious experimental Chri- 
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ſtian; one that had a through Acquaintance 
with her ſelf, as to her loſt State by Nature; 
the Imperfection and Nothingneſs of her 
own Righteouſneſs, and the Suitableneſs 
and Sufficiency of Chriſt's, being emptied 
of ſelf, and brought to depend entirely up- 
on him. From the ſame Account we may 


likewiſe obſerve, thar ſhe had a deep Senſe 


of the divine Love, a Conſciouſneſs of her 
own Weakneſs, and the Neceſſity ſhe ſtood 
in of daily Supplies from the Lord. She 
was helped to ſee that all flowed down to 
her from the rich Grace of God, and was 
concerned thar ſhe had improved no more 
under the Means of Grace, which tended 
to lay her low in her own Eyes, and 
fill her with admiring Sentiments of the 
forbearing Goodneſs of the Lord. But if 
particular Inſtances be deſired, what can I, 
in the firſt Place, rather chooſe to obſerve, 
than her cloſe Walk with the Lord, both 
in her own Houſe, and in the Church ? 

In her own Houſe, her Delight was in 
the Cloſet: Here the employ'd the vacant 
Hours of Life, here ſhe gave her ſelf up 
to Reading and Prayer ; both theſe were 
= Exerciſes to the Deceaſed, 

rayer eſpecially: the Time which ſhe 


ſpent in that Duty, and the. Communion 


ſhe enjoy'd with God in it, were only known 
to him and her own Soul. Nor did ſhe love 
this Duty in ſecret only, but jointly with 
29 — A : her 
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her Family. Such was her Affection for it 
in this way, that ſhe was ſo far from in- 
trenching upon Family Prayer, that ſhe 
was always a great Promoter of it, to ſuch a 
Degree, that though under ſome Circum- 
ſtances it might have been omitted, yet ſhe 
would never retire till that Duty was over ; 
a ſufficient Proof that ſhe could not go to 
Reſt with Satisfaction, before ſhe had acknow- 
ledged her Dependence upon the Lord, and 
her daily Obligations to him. And, as ſhe 
always loved this Exerciſe, ſo ſhe was fa- 
vour'd with it to the laſt ; for Family Duty 
had not been long ended, before her 
Prayers were turned into Praiſes. 

With reſpect to the Houſe of the Lord, 
how great her Love was to that, many 
here have been Witneſſes. Many of you, 
my Friends, are ſenſible that ſhe would 
never loſe any Opportunity of attending 
publick Worſhip. If it was poſſible for her to 
come Abroad, if ſhe had Strength enough 


to bring her ſo far, her Place here ſhould 


not be empty. Nay, I believe I may ſay, that 
ſhe ſometimes went rather beyond her 
Strength, and, to the Hazard of her Health, 
ventur'd here on the return of theſe Days. 
The ſtated Language of her Heart, and 
frequently of her Lips in this Caſe, was 
the ſame with that of the Pſalmiſt, 
Lord, I have loved the Habitation of thy 


Houſe, and the Place where thine Honour 
| I 2  dwell- 
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dwelleth a. And as her Deſire was after the 
Word and Ordinances, ſo the Enjoyment of 
them was ſweet and delightful to her 
Soul. What an Appetite had ſhe for the 
Word! How refreſhing were all Goſpel 
Truths to her! She found the Words of God, 
and did eat them, and they were to her the 
Foy and Rejoycing of her Heart®. She could 
lay with David, How ſweet are thy Words 
unto my Taſte, yea, ſweeter than Honey to 
my Mouth e. 8. 

She was a chearful, humble Chriſtian: 
pleaſant in her Converſation, yet not light; 
better acquainted with divine Things than 
many, yet far from being puffed up; the 
Reaſon was, becauſe ſhe had not only clear 
and ſound Notions in her Head, but felt the 
Weight and Influence of them upon her 
Heart, She had been grappling with Infir- 
mities many Years, ſuch that were enough 
to try the Graces of the ſtrongeſt Believer ; 
yet ſhe was enabled to poſſeſs her Soul in Pa- 
TFiencee, being ſo far from Murmuring, 
when the Hand of God was upon her in 
Sickneſs; that ſhe always admired his 
Goodneſs that ſhe was no worſe, conſidering 
what her Diſtempers were, and of how long 
Continuance. - 

Charity, or Chriſtian Love, had ſo much 
the Aſcendant in her Heart, that I never 
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found her inclined to give into any evil Sur- 
miſes of others, never wreſting their Words, 
nor putting their Conduct upon the Rack; 
but, on the contrary, ſhe was always ready 
to hope and believe the beſt; and where 
their Words or Actions would admit of dif- 
ferent Conſtructions, ſhe would be ſure to 
chooſe the moſt favourable. 

She was tenderly concerned for the Inte- 


reſt of our Redeemer, grieved at the grow- 


ing Iniquity of the Day, and the viſible De- 
cay of ſerious and practical Religion. Her 
Compaſſion to the Diſtreſſed, and Willing- 
neſs to do good unto all, eſpecially thoſe of the 
Houſhold of Faith *, were well known; 
wherein ſhe put on, as the Elect of God, not 
only Humbleneſs of Mind, but alſo Bowels of 
Mercies, as is expreſs'd, Col. iii. 12. In fine, 
the whole of her Deportment was managed 
with the utmoſt Care and Circumſpection; 
for ſhe was helped r ſet the Lord always be- 


fore her, that ſhe might not be moved *, and 


endeavour'd, thro' her whole Courſe, to 
maintain @ Conſcience void of Offence both to- 
ward God and toward Mane. It was her 


great Concern to live as becomes the Goſpel 


of Chriſt, that ſhe might be an Enſample to 
thoſe about her, and a Credit to the Pro- 
feſſion ſhe made. More might be ſaid on the 
Subject, would your Time allow of it, but 
that being gone, I ſhall next apply my 
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ſelf to the Relations of the Deceaſed, as 
the preſent Oecaſion may require, 

As to you, my Brother, who ſtood in the 
neareſt Relation to the Deceaſed: It muſt 
be confeſſed your Loſs is great, the Lord has 
removed with a Stroke the Deſire of your 
Eyes *, the ſweet Companion. of your Life, 
and the kind Partner of your Cares. I hear- 
tily condole with you, under the fad Provi- 
dence. The many excellent Qualities which 
Indear'd her to you in Life, as they greatly 
aggravate your Loſs, cannot but fill you 
with deep Concern for her Death. Sorrow 
becomes you : not to be affected with the 
Loſs of ſuch Relatives, would argue a Stu- 
pidity not to be pardon'd in Heathens, much 
leſs in thoſe, who profeſs to be Diſciples of 
Chrift. But tho' you are allow'd to grieve 
for the Loſs of ſo valuable a Wife, and one 
that for her Age might have been continu'd 
much longer with you ; yet remember you 
are not to ſorrow, as thoſe who have no 
Hope. Remember that this was her Re- 
queſt to you, a Requeſt made under the Ap- 
prehenſions of approaching Death; and tis 
happy for your ſelf, as well as comfortable 
to thoſe about you, that you are enabled in 
ſome meaſure to purſue it. I hope the Lord 
will keep that Exhortation always in your 
Mind, which ſpeaketh unto us as unto Chil- 
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dren : My Son, deſpiſe not thou the Chaſtening 
of the Lord, ner faint when thou art rebuked 
of him *. And that I may aſſiſt you in the 
latter Part of it, give me Leave to refreſh 
your Memory with a few Things, that may 
ſerve (if the Lord pleaſe) to alleviate your 
Sorrow. | 
- You will Sener in the firſt place, who 
has done it, and that becauſe it is the Lord, 
it becomes you not to open your Mouth, 
by way of Complaint againſt him. We 
ought to acknowledge his Sovereignty, and 
juſtify the Lord in all his Dealings. You 
will reflect upon that Goodneſs, which has 
ſpared her ſo long to you; rather than re- 
at that Providence, which has now re- 
moy'd her. You will remember that your: 
Loſs is her unſpeakable Gain. You will not 
= ve that ſhe has got the Start of you, 
t the js entred into Reſt, while you are 
continu'd in a troubleſome World. You in- 
deed have loſt her Company; but conſider, 
ſhe has chang'd hers for much better. You 
will not fail to obſerve, that ſhe is deliver d 
from all thoſe bodily Infirmities which at- 
tended her here, which made Life frequent- 
ly burthenſome to her ſelf, and in ſore 
meaſure prevented her Uſefulneſs, to you; 
theſe ſhe has thrown off, and wich them all 
the Sin and Impertection AT cleave. Or 
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the Body. Sin ſhall no more weigh her 
down, Sorrow on that account no more 
oppreſs her. She is releaſed from the Work- 
ing of Corruption, the Temptations of Sa- 
tan, and the Preſſure of all manner of Af- 
flictions. What Influence ſhould ſuch a 
Conſideration have upon your Mind? Let 
me further obſerve to you, that the Lord 
could eaſily have laid his Hand much hea- 
vier, he could have added to your Trouble 
many other Ways, ſo that you will think 
it your Duty, at the ſame time that you 


roan under the preſent Burthen, to admire 


the Goodneſs of God, that he has bound 
up no more in it. The Affliction indeed is 
great, yet it is under divine Diſpoſal, and 
the Lord knows how to bring Good out of 


Evil, Light out of Darkneſs, and Life out 
of Death. The Lord does nothing in vain ; 
when he afflicts his Children there. is Need 


for it, and he has gracious Deſigns in all his 


Vifitations. This ſhould encourage you to 
lie at his Feet, to eye his Hand, and ſtudy 
his Pleaſure under this Diſpenſation. Here 
your principal Deſire ſhould be to know the 
Rod, and him that has appointed it ; to un- 
derſtand the Voice of his Providence, that- 
it may have a ſanctified Influence upon your 


Heart and Life; that being better'd by it, 


you may be brought nearer the Lord, and- 


be made more like him, fitted more for his 
TAS Service 
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Service here, and the Enjoyment of his Pre- 
ſence above. 

Shall I now be allow'd toaddreſs my felt to 
you, the ſorrowful Children of our decea- 
ſed Friend? There is Reaſon enough, it muſt 
be confeſs'd, for your Tears; tis no wonder 
vou weep, conſidering what a valuable 
Mother you have loſt. How ſtrong was Her 
Love to you! how tender her Care over 
you ! how much was your Well-being here, 
but eſpecially your Happineſs hereafter, 
the Matter of her Prayers, and the Subject 
of her Endeavours. You are Witneſſes for 
her, how much it was her Care, in Con- 
junction with your Father, not only to form 
you for this Life, but to fit you for a bet- 
ter; how conſtantly ſhe ſtudied to bring 
you up in the Fear and Admonition of the 
Lord ; how paſſionately ſhe defir'd to ſee 
Chriſt form' d in you, and find early Impreſ- 
ſions of Religion upon your Souls; and what 
Pleaſure it gave her to ſee you Remember 
your Creator in the Days of your Youth. The 
Death of ſuch a Parent ſuſtly calls for your 
Tears, yet is there a Meaſure which they 
ought not to exceed. Your Caſe alſo ad- 
mits of Alleviation ; for tho' you have 
loſt an affectionate Mother, an indulgent 
Father 1 is ſtill living; cho the Lord has een 
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fit to remove her now, you can better ſpare 
her than if it had been ſooner. Think what 
a Mercy it is, that you had the Inſtructions 
and Example of ſo good a Mother ſo long; 
and that you have ſtill a Father, who will not 
fail to watch over you, and put you in 
mind of her Ways. I need not ſuggeſt 
what Returns are due from you to him; 
you have been always practiſed to your Du- 
ty, and Iam perſwaded, will now think it 
more your Concern than ever. If the Lord 
pleaſe to ſanctify the Affliction to you, that 
the Death of a Mother may tend to the 
Life of your Souls; there is no doubt but 
Grace will conſtrain you to tread in the 
Steps of your deceaſed Parent, and, as ſhe 
did, to ſtudy the Glory of God, and the 
Comfort of others in every Capacity. 
As to other ſorrowful Relations, what has 
been already obſerv'd, may, in the Hand of 
the Spirit, be a proper Means to moderate 
your Grief, and bear you up patiently under 


this melancholy Providence. The Lord is 
very often pleas'd to cut off the Streams, 


that he may keep us cloſer to himſelf, the 
Fountain. And what a gracious Deſign, 
what an unſpeakable Privilege is this? We 
are too ready to look to a frail Creature, 
when our Eyes ſhould be upon a faithful 
Creator. Think with your ſelves, your 
everlaſting Friend, your — Re- 
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lative, ſtill lives; he is able to make up eve- 
ry Loſs, to ſupply all your Need according 


to his Riches in Glory by Chrift Feſus :. The 


Lord has all Comforts in his Hand, and when 
he removes one, he can eafily furniſh 
another. She is gone, but not hers; 
other Relatives ſurvive, who will be ready 
to every good Word and Work, and, I doubt 
not, ſupply her Place, by diſcharging the 
ſame Offices of Love and Affection. 

I would willingly ſpare your Patience, 
my Friends, and here put a Period to the 
Diſcourſe ; but allow me one Word to the 
Community, to which ſhe ſtood related in 
the Bonds of the Goſpel: You, my Bre- 
thren, are deprived of a valuable Member, 
one that was an Honour to her Profeſſion, 
and an uſeful Hand in her Place. Let not 
this Stroke be unhceded, If an Addition of 
ſuch Members is Matter of Joy to the 


Churches of Chriſt, the Loſs of them loud- 


ly demands a Tribute of Sorrow. Dread 
the Thoughts of coming under that Charge, 
which God brought againſt //rae/, and en- 
deavour to avoid it: The Righteous periſh- 
eth, and no Man layeth it to Heart; and 
merciful Men are taken away, none conſider- 
ing that the Righteous is taken away from the 
Evil to come. I have already obſerved, 
how much her Heart was in this Place, and 
2 Phil. iv, 19. b Iſai, Ivii, 1. 
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how .willingly . ſhe broke through all 
Difficulties to attend the Worſhip of God 
in it. Will not each of you think her, in 
this Reſpect, an Example worthy Imita- 
tion? Shall not her Practice excite each 
Member of the Society to fill up their Places 
with equal Conftancy? Yes certainly, if 
animated with the ſame Love to the Lord, 
and the ſame Zeal to his Ways, as ſhe was ; 
and if her Deſign in chooſing theſe Words 
for a Funeral Diſcourſe be happily anſwer'd. 
For what can we think ſhe intended by put- 
ting her laſt Expreſſions, her dying Words, 
into ſuch a Prayer as this: The Lord comfort 
your Hearts, and ſtabliſp you in every good 
Word and Work: but that ſhe might thereby 
awaken you into a Senſe of Duty, with re- 
ſpect to your Attachment to the Doctrines 
of the Goſpel, and your Attendance on the 
Word and Ordinances ? This is the princi- 

al Thing deſigned by our Apoſtle in his 
= for the Theſſalonians, and, as it comes 
from the Lips of our dying Friend, is as if 
ſhe ſhould fay : ] cannot but be affected 
« for the Intereſt of Chriſt in general, but 
« more eſpecially for thoſe, with whom 
« Tam in Communion ; and as I ſee Error 
« creep in upon the Church, and Iniquity 
t abound in the World; as I obſerve the 
t Doctrines of the Goſpel too much tram- 
6 pled under Foot, and the Ordinance, of 
God's 
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ee God's Houſe (as well as the other Du- 
t ties of Religion) too much neglected; 
« I fear, leaſt the Infection ſhould take a 
cc larger ſpread, and corrupt thoſe to whom 
« T am related in the Fellowſhip of the 
« Goſpel. Wherefore my Heart's Defire and 
« Prayer to God for them is, That he 


* would keep them faithful to the Truth, 


ce as it is in Feſus , ſtanch to the Doctrines 
« of the Goſpel ; and not only ſo, but that 
« they make Conſcience of every Chriſtian 
« Duty to themſelves, their Fellow Crea- 
ce. tures, and to the Lord: eſpecially, that 
« they for/ake not the aſſembling themſelves 
ce together, as the manner of too many 
« now ige; but keep cloſe in their Atten- 


« dance upon the Lord, the preaching of his 


« Word, and the diſpenſing of the Ordi- 
c nances, as the beſt Means to promote their 
«« Comfort, ſettle their Peace, and confirm 
« their Joy in believing.” I leave this her 
dying Requeſt (as we may call it) with 
you, and ſhall not fail to follow it with 
my Prayers to the Throne of Grace, that 
it may have its defired Weight upon your 
Hearts. 8 

A Word in general, and I have done. 
The Death of our departed Friend is ano- 
ther Memento to all of us: The Language 
it ſpeaks is, Duſt you are, and unto Duſt 
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you ſhall return: Be ye therefore alſo ready *, 

Oh. how fleeting is Life! how certain is 
Death ! yet how uncertain the Hour and 
Time of it! What then ſhould be our Care 
in this fluctuating Condition? Certainly that, 
while favour'd with Health and Opportu- 
nity; whatever our Hand findeth to do, we 
ſhould do it with all our Might, remember- 
ing that there is 20 Work, nor Device, nor 
Wiſdom, nor Knowledge, in the Grave, whi- 
ther we are haſtening © This is the Time 
for Action; here are the Opportunities of 
diſcovering our Love to Chriſt, and his In- 
tereſt; after Death it will be too late. And 
as we are ſure that will come upon us, and 
know not how ſoon; how much does it 
concern us to confider what Botrom we are 
upon? what we have to bear us up in that 
difficult Hour? Upon this Account, it 
would not be improper to put ſuch Que- 
ſtions as theſe to our ſelves: Have we any 
Views of an Intereſt in Chriſt? Can we call 
him our Lord Feſus Chriſt? Do we know 
any thing of God's Relation to us, as our 
Father? Have we any Diſcovery of his 
Love, in thoſe two Fruits of it, everlaſting 
Conſolation, and good Hope? It ſo, our Con- 
dition is happy; we may meet Death with 
Courage, and look into Eternity with Plea- 
ſure. But if, inſtead of this, we are build- 


2 Gen, iii, 19. Matt. xxiv. 44 © Ecch. ix. 10. 
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ing our Hopes, and raiſing our Expecta- 
tions upon other 'Things, any thing that we 
are, or that we can do; if we are deſtitute 
of Property in Chriſt, if we are without 
God, and without Hope in the World * ; (as 
all natural Men are) if, inſtead of depend- 
ing on Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs for Sal- 
vation, we are ſaying to the Works of our 
own Hands, ye are our Gods * ; it looks dark 
upon us, and cannot but be melancholy 
with us when we come to die, whether we 
are awakened into a Senſe of our State be- 
fore Death, or only upon it. If before 
Death, how terrible mult it be, to look in- 
to that Place' of Horror and Anguiſh, of 
Darkneſs and Deſpair, in which Death is 
preſently to lodge us! But, if we ſhould 
remain ſecure in Death, and go off without 
any Terror of Conſcience, oh, how dread- 
ful will it be to have the firſt Sight of our 
Miſery by the Light of Hell-fire! not to 
open our Eyes upon our Sins, till we lift 
them up with the rich Man © in the Lake, 
that burns for ever and ever! May the Lord 
impreſs theſe Things upon our Minds, and 
improve them to our preſent and eternal 
Advantage. 


Eph. ii. 12. b Hoſ. xiv. 3. © Luke xvi. 23. 


THE END. 
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